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vo N the firſt Periſal of Dr. Wood: 
ward's State of Phyſick and Dil 
eaſes, it ſeemed to me ſo meular 4 


* 


Performance, and % far out of the 
common way of Thinking, as made me believe it 
code never come into much Regard, eſpecialh fo as 

16 re une a Public Remarks. e W 


© BUT wexpefted Inci dints have it fe " alterel 


the Cafe. Some Perſons hitve taken a Liberty to treat 
borly that and the Aiithor in a dery odd munnerd 
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larity of Stile, the imtommon Notions 
therein "maintained, and the ſtrame Treatment" of 
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all other People, has been an Occafion of more 


Laughter than Envy, and produced a great deal of 
Ridicule, but no ſerious Notice. On this Provoca- 


tion. a Crowd of Voluntiers alſo on the other 2 for 


wart of better Occaſion to make themſelves conſide- 
rable, have raiſed a great deal of Clamour, and 
thrown out large Quantities of Calumny againſt ſome 


of the greateſt Eminence in the Faculty, on a Suppo- 


fron of their being Encouragers of ſuch Treatments 
This B uſtle has drawn many to ook into the Diſpute, 
who are more biaſſed by their Affections than their 
Judgments, and as ſuch are naturally inclined to 
intereſt themſelves on that Side, which appears to 
have been injured. Dr.Woodward has not wanted 
thoſe who have laboured hard to give his Cauſe this 
Turn, and who not only keep up the popular Miſtake 


touching his imaginary Oppoſers, but alſo ſtrongly 


ſuggeſt the Oppeſſtion it ſelf to ariſe from the unan- 


ſwerable Arguments in the Book, and an invidions | 
Emulation of the Doctors Merit. 


N M 4 NY "ES are ant of. Miſconſtruction, 


and the Publick is frequently ſhewed Matters in 


falſe Lights ; but nothing favours theſe Deceptions 


more, than Appearances of Oppreſſion and Perſecu- 
tion, becauſe Good-Nature is very apt to go on the 


weakeſt Side. And I am ſorry to have occafion here 
to take notice, wherein this generous Diſpoſition ſeems to 
have miſled a very confiderable Writer into a Miſ- 

take 
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The PREFACE _— ; 
ale * this Controverſy: I mean the Free- 
Thinker, who, in one of hit Papers *, has: given 
ſuch a Turn to this Affair, as would Had an umua- 
1 Reader into an Apprehenfion, that Dr. Wood- 
ward had been injuriouſiy treated by the Faculty. 
This ingenious Cenſor judged: according to the Re- 
Preſentation made to him of this Affair, " war 
moſt certainly done by partial Friends; ut h 
Candour and Fairneſs is ſuch, that I = no 2 
but he will lay the Fault on the other fide, when the 
Matter comes to be ſtated to him in a true Light 3 
and he may be aſſured, the exhibiting an aukward 
Piece of Malice on the Sta ge, was fo far from 
being encouraged by any Gentlemen confiderable in the 
Faculty, that it met with all poſſible Diſcourage- 
ment and 1 tion Run theme 


3 UT the ſareſt way to is ſet right touching the 
Grounds of Provecation and I-Uſage, is to read over 
the Doctor: Book, which I find few have done, tho. 
almoſt all are become Parties in the Diſpute ; and 
whoſoever does this, Tam utterly miſtaken if they cannot 
8 eaflly account for a great deal of this kind of Treat» 
| ment, without imagining Perſons of Character to be 
concerned in it for ſo much Weakneſs, with ſo 
much Ill Nature, can never fail of Multitudes in 
its Oppoſition, becauſe every one, who is not better 
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employed, is willing, and almoſt every one thinks 
himſelf able for ſuch an Engagement. It is there- 
fore to be reckoned a great Hardſhip, that becauſe 

Dr. Woodward has raiſed up to himſelf Enemies, : 
the Quarrel mu## be charged upon thoſe who are 
Vaſtly Juperiour to any ſuch Nbtice, altho indeed it 

is no wonder that he and his Friends have Skill 
enough to make ſuch uſe of it, and to give him Ap- 
pearances of Conſideration and Regard, from the 


very ſame. Circumſtance, that has made him both 
N ve and ridiculous. 


1 CA N NO = but fl remain in the Opinion, 
Aa the Doftor's Book neither requires nor deſerves 
any Notice at all; and profeſs my ſelf both a Stran- 
ger and an Enemy to all that has hitherto. been ſaid 
about it, or the Author ; but becauſe ſuch groſs 
Miſrepreſentations, as have been already mentioned, 
have been founded upon its Neglect, Thave at laſt given 
15 fo rw —_— of the following Examination. 


12 T 1 "Om * notice of in many. Pas, bow 
difficult it is to anſwer the Doftor with Seriouſneſs3' | 
and here it may not be amiſs, once for all, to obſerve, 
that his Language and Sentiment, are equally pecu 
liar; inſomuch that it is as hard a matter to under- 
fund him, as t ir to convince others whercin he 'is 
miſtaken... It is an eaſy matter to dreſs up an Amuſe- 
ment in 3 _ that from a. ſuperficial 


e 


The PREFACE. vii 
Reſemblance to Truth ſhall be pleafing to undiſcern- 
ing Judges; and yet be a much harder Task to 


ſhew the Errors of ſuch a Performance, than of one 


expreſſed in determinate and fignificant Words. 


N B UT the greateſt Hardſhip in this A Fair, 1 


that the Doctor ſeems artfully to intrench himſelf 
in Ambiguities, not only by writing in a Language un- 
equal to the Subject, as is particularly ſhewn in the 
Caſe of Purges, but alſo in the moſt perplexed man- 
ner that even the Engliſh Tongue will admit of: 
For the main of the Book is filled with Expreſ- 
frons of great Import and Regard, with no other ap- 
parent View, but to make himſelf confi derable at the 
Expence of others, and is a mere Harangue to the Po- 
pulace. A Concern for his Country, the Ha- 
vock of Diſeaſes, and the Errors of the common 


Practice, are the Favourite Heads of his Diſcourſe ;. 
fo that an An ſcerer of this Gentleman will find him- 


ſelf more frequently involved in Reflection aud In- 


veftive, than Topicks of Science and Inſtruction. | 
His Hypotheſis is a Trifle that, 1 dare ſay, will. 


not engage the Attention of any one Perſon : but when 
that is made an Occaſion of Bitterneſs and M ſrepre- 


ſentation of others, and a little Philoſophy covers a 
great deal of Self-Intereſt ; it will lie heavier upon 
Dr. Woodward to juſtify his Honour than his Learu= 


int; and puts his Oppo ers upon Difficulties, not very 
agreeable to a good Temper. : 
A 4 THE 
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TH E Freedom irik that I I Arg in 5 
Atkins Pages, with the Doftor, will not, it .is 
hoped, be thought greater than the Peculiarity of his | 
Stile, and the Uſage he gives to others, will juſtify, |. 
Where there are ſuch frequent Returns of Reflec- 
tion, of the worſt nature too, as the Reader will 
there find, it is a hard matter not to be offended, and 
zo feel ſuch Emotions, as are apt to flow over in 
Expreſſions of Actimony and Warmth. I I have 
exceeded due Bounds in this reſpect, I defire it 
may be placed to that Reſentment, which the beſt 
of Tempers cannot but, in ſome meaſure, feel on 
the lile Occaſions. 
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TH E R E are a great many Circumſtances in the 
Publication of this Hypotheſis, and in its Defence, that 
very naturally bring to mind the Conduct of the Doc- 
tor and his Friends on a former Occafion. Very few 
general Readers are Strangers to his Eſſay towards a 


Natural Hiſtory of the Earth. Son after the 
Publication of that, ſome Gentlemen, well acquainted. 


with the Subject, found fault with it, and gave 
their Objections againſt it in printed Trafts ; inſo- 
much that the World then looked upon Dr. Wood- 
ward to be highly engaged to anſwer for himſelf, ei- 
ther by better clearing up his own Opinions, or re- 
tracting them as Miſtakes : Not that every Caviller, 
or * Medler, Gould be regarded, but that the 
Points 
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Points in diſpute might be brought to a fair Deciſion 
between Mien of Learning and Candour ; and ſuch 
then the Doctor had to do with. But not one jot 
Notice was taken by the Doctor of all the Argu- 
188 ments ſtanding out againſt him ; but the Reverend 
My. John Harris, then A. M. but fince D. D. fell 
hard upon all concerned therein with a great deal of 
| Roughneſt and ill Uſage, and only promiſed a Solu- 
tion of their Difficulties in the Doctors larger Work, 
. 1 he this it Jeon was but a — 


BUT that the Reader may the Fey ſreb PR 
this hopeful Second at that time treated the Doctor 
Oppoſers, and what E Encouragement a Perſon has 
| from thence ſeriouſly to. engage with him on any ac- 
| count, it may be proper, out of a great many, to 

give one Example of his Civility. His Book is extant 
under the Title of Remarks on ſome late Papers, 
relating to the univerſal Deluge, and to the 

Natural Hiſtory of the Earth; and to one of 
thoſe he thus concludes, Such undoubtedly i is the 
Materia informata of his N oddle. Now if he 

will allow me one Scrap of Latin, — III have 

f done; and to oblige him the more at parting, 

it ſhall be out of his old beloved n : 

Ovid 8 Metamorphofis : | 


Rudis indigeſtaque Moles, 
Nec quicquam niſi Pondus iners :- 
Which, 
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Which, to fave him the trouble of t turning orer 
his Dictionary to conſtrue, Iwill thus engliſh :. 


A clumſy 1834 of indigeſted Brains, 


| Where nought bur heav y lumpiſh Dulneſs . 


rr. is particularly to be 8 that this is DS 
one 0 f the maſt Learned fen of our Country. 


THIS ill Uſ A however did not altogether — 
others from further Inquiry into the Doctors Hypothe- 
fis: for the Learned Dr. Arbuthnot ſome time after 
publiſhed an Examination thereof ; in which he. 
proved beyond contradiction, the main Support of that 
Theory to be unphiloſophical and abſurd : and what 
is more remarkable, by comparing STE N O's Pro- 
dromus de Solido intra Solidum with Dr.Wood- 
ward's Performance, he has ſhewn that whatſoever 
ic therein agreeable to true Philoſo phy is taken from 
thence, aud that wherever Dr. Woodward has 
made any Alterations, he has had the misfortune to. 
err. But this alſo had no Regard from the Doctor; 
nor is bis great Undertaking come out to this day. 
tho it were to be wiſhed, that he or his Mathemati- 
cal Aſſiſtants, inſtead of writing againſt Came- 
rarius, had anſwer d theſe PO brought againſt 
his Mork. 


Now 
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* ow one' ' would 2 think that a Mii 
who had got fo il of befare, would. be ore wary 
another time; and it would certainly have. been well 
in Dr. Woodward to have cleared both his Learn- 
ing and his Reputation in this fir? Diſpute, before 
he had plunged himſelf into another. Fur. if this 
way of Propagation of Knowledge obtains, the Pub- 
lick will have but an indifferent time of it; and it 
is better for Society to remain in Enorance, than be 
thus inſtructed at the expence of their Peace, and 
hade the Underſtanding advanced on the Ruins of 
Decency and Good-Manners. But jacta eſt Alea, 
Dr. Woodward has wrote again, and he has. got a 
Clergyman again in his Retinue. And thus much 
was thought proper to call to remembrante of the 
former Controverſy, becau iſe. thoſe whom . the Doctor 

was able to retain on that account then, ſeem chiefly 
to abide in his Intereſts on the preſent Occafion, and 


are ftriving hard again to overlay this Diſpute with 
M. eee and CR 


"I N theſe Cunfoeratic ons, it cannot t, —8— 2 
at, that nobody hath as yet thought it worth their 
while to engage with Dr. Woodward again on Terms 
of Decency and' Candour; Ky and that all the otice 
hitherto taken of his laſt Book hath been in a manner ; 
moi? ſuited to a rougher kind of Warfare... But we 


te * what forf of Return may be expetied 
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Xii The PREFACE. 
W for the Doctor has again got on his fide 4 Divine 


of the Church of England, who has publiſhed An 
Appeal to Common Senſe, or a Sober Vindica- 
tion of Dr. Moduard's State of Phyſick; and 
which has ſome Paſſages in it hb remarkable, that 
they cant be altogether paſſed by *. 


THIS Divine ſays, * Every one that has read 
his Natural Hiſtory of the Earth——knows 
how well he has acquitted himſelf —And 
"tis a provoking thing to find a Man of his 
Parts ill treated, only for his ſuperior Worth 


and Genius. Af for the Doctors Worth, I 


defire not to detraci from it in any reſpect; but 


how he hath acquitted himſelf, &c. I leave to 
others to j judge, from ꝛuhat has been ſaid; and pro- 


miſe, that if he or his Friends in particular prove 


any Mr ſtake therein, it ſpall 6 be Gs ene t 


as they can defi fre. 


1 4 M unwilling to make ſome Reflection which 
naturally ariſe from the very Air and Complexion of 


this Gentleman 5 Defence of Dr. Wopdward's Me- 
rit; but I do not think it fair, that the Doctor 


ſhould ſuffer for : the Folly aud Ralbneſi of others, 


But for the Credit of this Advocate, let it be com- 


_ where he ſays, F Dr. Woodward has given 
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no offence, but in writing a Book for the 
common Benefit of Mankind And tho in 
this he was obliged to ſet forth the Miſtakes of 
others, he does it every where with Good- 
Manners : with what ſoon after follows; * If what 
Dr. Woodward has alledg'd againſt theſe Gentle- 
men be allow'd to be juſt and reaſonable, 
their Names ought not to be mention d in So- 
ciety but with Scorn, that are every day trying 
ſuch Experiments upon the Lives of their 
Fellow - Subjects. Nou when this Divine can re- 
concile writing for the Benefit of Mankind, and 
Good -Manners, with a Charge of trying dan- 
gerous Experiments upon the Lives of Fellow- 
Creatures; he ſhall be allow'd a competent Advo- 

cate of another s Merit. As for his frequent Cita- 


tions or Challenges for a ſerious Anſwer to his 


Friend, I muſt leave it to the Publick to determine 
whether the following is ſo or not; and whether 
Dr. Woodward's Book, as he ſays, is wrote with 
a great Spirit, and abounds in Wit and 
Learning; and is the only intelligible and con- 
ſiſtent Scheme of Phyſick, that has ever yet 
appeared in Print, is alſo now before the ſame 
Judges. | 


THE Tenour of this Appeal, or Sober 8 


dication, is to ſay as extravagant things in the 


> 


— CO IEICE — 
As. yl... J — 


* Page 7. 
N praiſe 


- as att tes. od. i 2 * * * „ * 
by 4 — 4 Lata — 


xiv The PREFACE. 


praiſe of Dr. Woodward, as it does in the res 
proach of thoſe of different Sentiments. But it may 
be convenient to advertiſe this Divine, with many 
others who will be meddling with what they under- 
ſtand not, That a Smattering, a mere Superficial 
Knowledge, will not enable Perſons either ib raiſe 
Schemes and Theories, or be Fudges of them when 
made and particularly in anſwer to f his havitig 
met with ſeveral Phyſicians | of eminent Cha- 
racer and Experience, that approved the 
Work, and admired the Author's great Ge- 
nius, Skill, and Learning in it; 7 never het met 
with one Phyſician, or any one Perſon of common 
Reading and Capacity, who had read this Work, and 
gave it a good Word, but on the contrary — it 
with Derifns and Contempt. © 


B UT what is moſt of all POOR in a Nee 
of this Character, is his Support of Dr. Wood- 
ward in the moſt deteſtable Office a Man can be 
employ'd in; and that is, in ſpreading aud fixing 
Accuſations of Reproach, and Miſrepreſentations of 
others. The Filth that this Reverend | 

 ——Pudet hæc Opprobria 
ſtirs up on this occaſion, is what an ordinary Pa- 
tience would not bear going through. If Dr. Wood- 
* has a eons * it has = OY been fo il 
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defended, that his Enemies mig ht almoſt pity him ; 
ut much better had it been for him, if his Advo- 
cates had not ſo much to plead for their Defence in 
#his dirty Part from his own Example. But I will 

not tire the Reader with more that one Huſtance furs 
ther of the ii Uſagewith which Dr. Wood ward and 


His Clergyman treat Gentlemen moſt eminent in the 


Profeſſion ; and that is, in affirming, without any 
Authority in the World, * that Dr. Mead is the 
Author of ſome of thoſe Writings againſt Dr.Wood- 
ward, particularly the Letter of Dr. Tripe from 
Bath. Altho neither I, nor any one elſe, who is 
acquainted with Dr. Mead's Charafter, and knows 
hom much better his Time is employ'd, could ever ſo 
much as ſuſpett this; yet becauſe it is ſo poſitively 
aſſerted, I reſolved to be thoroughly informed of this 


Matter, and from an exact Inquiry do aſſure the 


World, that Dr. Mead is not the Author of that 
Pamphlet, nor ſo much as of any one Paragraph in 
it, or in any other Pieces wrote againſt Dr. Wood- 
ward : Such Paper-Quarrels are as much below 
his Notice, as his Character is ſuperior to all mare 
ner of Competition with the Promoters of them. 
Strange Uſage this, from Dr. Woodward and his 
Friends ! falſly to ſuppoſe a Gentleman the Author 
of u thing, and then abuſe him for being ſo. Such 
Arts, "; will never ſerve him, in the Opi- 
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nion of No 2 Fudge: : Bur from his 4 ſiſtant 
the Clergyman in particular, who has in a very 


Janguine manner vouched this Falſhood, it is defired 


that the Odium Theologorum may be hepe with- 
in its boundi, becauſe Medicine has been therto 
in the main a very penceful Science, ad is much 
better ſupported by Reaſon than Scandal. 5 


BUT Timnſt not bone lale ber deftring one 
thing in particular from Dr. Woodward, and 
that is, That when he writes again in Phyfick, he 
world be plenſed in his Quotations from Hippo- 
crates, 70 diſtinguiſb his genuine Works from thoſe 
which ale knoun to be ſpurious; becauſe moſt of 
his Authorities are taben from the latter: - 


INE E D not fay any thing here in relation 
to the Letter annexed to this Edition : the Occafim 
of it will appear upon its peruſal ; and the Contems 
and Manner of it, I muſt ſubmit to the Judgment 
of every Reader. 


Au EXAMINATION 
of Dr. Woo DbWAR D's 
State of Fhyſick and Dil: 
eaſes, K 


ST 7 5 E FO R E 1 enter into an | Exami- 
af nation of Dr. Woodward 's Opinions, 
it may be neceſſary to apprize the 
Reader of the great Difficulty 
Which continually ariſes from his peculiar and 
affected Way of Expreſſion, whereby it is often 


impoſſible even to gueſs at his Meaning. 


TH Doctor 15 * In every KRG, that 
Dr. Freind. hath bitherto publibeds and. partict 4 


kb 4 * 


. 


* Page 54. 


B larly 


the 


2 An Examination of 

larly the preſent Commentaries, he hath advanced 
ſeveral HYPOTHESES; ſome of which are 
rightly Jopporzed, -and th the re 4 that 
I cannst by · Te pleaſed ith them, - Every one 
who. has read Dr. Freind, will find it very 
difficult. to. underſtand what i is here e 
Hypotheſes - That Gentleman has adyanced: may, 
ny Propoſitions which he ha ally. proved, b 
for Hypotheſes, in the common eee 
he diſclaims them, and is an utter Enemy to 


them; ; but. yet in this ſenſe Dr. Woodward 


muſt uſe the word, becauſe he fays juſt after, 
+ But then I can ſce n0 reaſon to debar myſelf o the 
ſame _ Pleaſure, from thoſe of * Dr. Winis, Dr. Sy- 
denham, Dr. Morton, and other Phyſt ctans, to 
whoſe Hypotheſes Dr. Freind # ſo averſe; he bau- 
ing not, excluſive of others, the ſole Privilege of 
entertaining the Morlel this way. Yet here again 


We are in a Contra diction; for Wilis's Works 


are profeſſedly an ' Hypotheſis, being founded 


upon ſuppoſititious I Principles, fuch as. Sulphur, 
Sal, &c. and Dr. A ſorton accounted for or” Diſ- 


eaſes and their Cur es from a Suppoſition of 


| hoir Seat being - in the Animal Spirits : But 


u Dr. Sydenham went upon no Hypotheſis, 
put atterly « diſclaimed all ſuch deluſory Con- 


5 <eits, and drew no ( Zoticluſions except from 


1 — — 66 
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Facts 
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Facts and Experience. Under the ſame Ob: 
ſcurity does the Doctor go on, when he ſpeaks 
of the Antieuts forming Hypotheſes. ; and giv- 

ing the ſame. credit alſo to his own Country- 
men, ſuch as Bacon, Gilbert, Hobbs, Boyle, Wal- 
tis, and others; for theſe. Perſons, rote in; fo 


different a manner, that this Term i in no one 
determinate Signification can be applicable to 


them all: ſo that, for what it ſtands for here, 
it may be every thing, or . nothing, with equal 
Propriety. But when it is further added, That 
Sir Iſaac Newton hath advanced Several very ex- 
tenfrve and conſiderable Hypotheſes ; every one who 
underſtands any. thing of Sir- Han Neuron s Phi- 
loſophy, knows that it is quite upon another 
foot than Hypotheſes ; and that univerſal At- 
traction or Gravitation is a Datum, from the 
known Properties of which he has made his 
great Diſcoveries in the Knowledge of Na- 
ture. It is certainly therefore neceſſary that 
they who take upon them to write on thoſe 
Matters, ſhould underſtand the Terms of the 
Science with which they meddle. What a 
ſtrange Swell of Sound has the Doctor ſet 
himſelf off with, in all theſe Cirations, with- 
out conveying any determinate Meaning: > And 
I am much of opinion, that the Reader upon 
due Reflection will find a great part of his 
whole Performance of the ſame Turn. Which 

B 2 by 
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by the way may ſerve for ſome Excuſe to this 
Gentleman's Friends, who are even clamorous 
for a ſober” Anſwer to his Book, why it has 
been ſo long neglected; becauſe it is not ſo 
eaſy a Task, as ſome may imagine, to reaſon 
with one who has no ee and talk: with 
a Man that 5 nothing. - | 


"IF the Doctor had been lels full or - 
ſelf, and would have been at all determined 
by the Sentiments of other Men, he might 
from many Authors have been taught a very 
diſtinct Signification to this Term; and par- 
tic ularly by Dr. Mead, in the Preface to his 
Imperium Solis ac Luna, Oc. which would have 
prevented his writing in this confuſed, un- 
intelligible manner; and his endeavouring to 
draw other People i into Contradictions, that are 
very conſiſtent with themſelyes, in the Judg- 
ment of all who underſtand them. For Dr. 
Heind, whom he thus charges, on account of 
having ſpoke in favour of Theory, and againſt 

| potheſs has very diſtin& and different Mean- 

ings to thoſe Terms; and is very conſiſtent and 

intelligible in the Uſe of them to all, unleſs 
ſuch as Dr. Woodward, who reads as well as 
writes without Ideas. 


BUT 
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BUT let us now turn to this Gentleman's 
Hypotheſis, and ſee whether he is any more 
conſiſtent in the Thing, than he has been in 
the Uſe of the 'F erm. We are told, That f the 
Ferit Scenes, and the Beginnings of all thi ings, good 
or bad, to the Body, are in the Stomat hi- Bar- 
ring exterior Accidents. If by exterior Accidents 
are meant any Cauſes of Good or Bad from other 
Parts, then the Propoſition ſtands thus; The 
Beginnings of all things, good or bad, to the Body, 
are from the Stomach, except what comes from other 
Parts : which is a Diſcovery no body envies. 
But if exterior Accidents are Caſualties only, 
then the Propoſition cannot be true, becauſe 
the Beginnings of Good or Bad to the Body may be 
from other Parts, before the Stomach is at all 
out of order: and according to all, who have 
been allowed to have the juſteſt Notions of 
the Animal OEconomy, the Lungs and Brain 
have the moſt important Offices therein, and 
may, by a great Variety of common Cauſes, 
be diſordered before the Stomach, barring Acci- 
dents as Caſualties, is at all hurt, or brought 
into the leaſt diſorder; as in Aſthmatick Per- 
ſons the Stomach is frequently found right in all 
reſpects, when through ſome primary Fault in 


\ 
/ 
( 
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1 1 A She 
the Breaſt, the Body ſhall become diltempered, 


even unto Death: And there i is not one Or- 
gan, of any moment, in a human Body, but 


7 


Cauſes may be aſſign' d of its Diſorder, that 
ſhall extend to the Whole, in which the Sto- 
mach has a ſhare but. + conſequentially, and by 


conſent. 


A 2 A I N, 1 While the 8 prepares and 
diſpenſes DO 2 N into the Blood an Aliment that 


is wholly good and Tight, every thing mu#? be fo all 


over the Habit. But all People acquainted with 
theſe Matters, know many Inſtances wherein 
the Stomach may prepare and diſpenſe doun into 
the Blood, Cc. as the Doctor affects to term 
it, and yet every thing ſhall not be right all 


over the Habit; and this from all Cauſes that 


hinder the que Attrition of ſuch an Aliment 


in the Lungs and Arteries, and prevent its 


arrival at the ſeyeral ſecretory Glands, of a 
Conſiſtence, or Degree of Fluidity, ſuitable 


for the Detachments of ſuch Parts, as the va- 


rious Exigencies of the OEconomy require, 
and the Structure of the Glands is differently 


ſuited for: that is, there are many aſſignable . 
Cauſes that Mall hinder a due Separation of 


Bile in the Liver, of Spirits in the Brain, of 


a 


—_ 
* 
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Urine in the Kidneys, &@c. all which. ſhall 


greatly diſorder the Habit, even when the 
Stomach does its proper Office of Digeſtion; 


and therefore muſt all thoſe' Reaſonings from a 
Suppoſition of this being the original Seat of 


all Diſtempers, barring exterior Accidents as Ca- 
ſualties, be unphiloſophical and groundleſs. 5 


BUT next to this grand Error. of making 


the Stomach the Seat of what, in the nature 


of things, it cannot be, is ſuperadded an In- 


ſtrument or efficient Cauſe of all thoſe Evils 


which can never come there but by preter- 
natural means. Hear what the Doctor ſays 
upon this momentous Affair: Men, by any 
means whatever, the Contents of this Organ are 
caſt up, as well in Perſons in Touth, the highes? 


Vigour, and Health, as others, there ever ariſes, 
with the ref?, a bilious Juice. We have Inſtances 


of this in the Vomitings that happen, eſpecially du- 
ring Storms at Sea; and after hard Drinking. 


*TWwill not be eafily believed how great quantities of 


this Fuice are frequently thus diſcharged ; and this 
riſing likewiſe on all other Keane, in which the 
Vomiting is free and eſfectual, tis evident that this 


Juice muſt be natural, and more or leſs of it or di- 
88 refident in the Stomach, 


Fs” HERE 
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H E R E the Doctor takes the moſt extraor- 
dinary way to know what is naturally reſident 
in the Stomach, that was ever yet thought of: 
The common way of Information is, by exa- ; 
mining its Contents upon Diſſection, where 
things are moſt likely to be found in a natural 
State; for a cautious Perſon even this way 
would not truſt to what he there finds, in 
many Diſeaſes. But Dr. IWhodward takes his 
Standard of Nature ( for ſo he often talks) from 
the moſt unnatural State imaginable ; and 
judges of the Contents of the Stomach from 
what it throws up in a Storm at Sea, and the 
Agonies of a Convulſion. T he like Diſor- 
ders, wherein he fixes this great Standard of 
Nature, do frequently bring up by Vomit: the 
Contents of the Bowels much lower than 
where the Pile does really drain into them, 
and ſometimes even what i is given by Clyſter: 
Is therefore What is brought up at ſuch times 
to be judg d naturaly reſiding. in the Stomach ? 
Would apy one that talks of a Standard of 
6 Nature, draw ſach an unnatural Concluſi on ? 
| There. 1s certainly a great deal of difference 
between what may paſs through the. Stomach 
either upwards or dow nwards, and what ought 
to be concluded naturally to reſide there, and 


to be the native Produce of that part. 
THUS. 
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THUS much only might be ſufficient to 
ſhew from what remote Premiſes the Doctor 
draws the moſt poſitive Concluſions; but the 
leaſt Acquaintance imaginable i in the Anatomy 
of a human Body, (i. e. in the Doctor's Lan- 
guage, the Name) will demonſtrate the utter 
Falſeneſs of this Poſition. That there is a 
Juice naturally ſeparated by the Glands, in 
the Coats of the Stomach, no one will deny; 
and that this may aſſiſt in Digeſtion, as the 
Spittle does in chewing and ſwallowing : but 
then this is prodigiouſly different, in all its 
ſenſible Qualities, from the Bile. Anatomy, or 

an Acquaintance with the Frame, further teaches 
us that the Bile, which is ſeparated by the 
Liver, is empty'd out into the Bowels a con- 
ſiderable diſtance below the Pylorus, or the 
further Orifice of the Stomach'; and that the 
periſtaltick and natural Motion of the Gut 
whereinto it drains, immediately haſtens it, a- 
long with its other Contents, downwards, and 
ſuffers not one Drop, or Particle, to come 
upwards. This is all touching the Reſidence 
of a bilious Juice in a natural State, and is 
ſo obvious a Truth, that no Man in the world 
ever offer'd to diſpute it, till Dr. Woodward. 


BUT 
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BUT in ent at Sea, and — 4 bilious 


Sue; is found in what the Stomach caſts up 3 ; bur 


every one, who has been rightly taught in theſe 
matters, knows'that Vomiting is a Convulſion, 
herein the natural Motion of the Stomach is 
Inverted, ſo as to draw ſome part of the af- 
fixed Gut into Conſent : if this Inverſion 
therefore reaches as far as where the Bile has 
its Outlet into that Gut, ſome part of it will 
be, as it were, pump'd up. into the Stomach, 
and thrown out in vomiting ; but then this is 
no more the natural Contents of the Sto- 
mach, than any thing elſe that -may be brought 
up, by the ſame means, from the lowelt parts 
of the Bowels, as, it was before taken notice, 
even Clyſters themſelres will be. 1 


f 


IN his ſabſciqient Diſcourſe of che Small- 


pox, the Docter urges ſomething further to 


prove the Stomach the Seat of à bilious Juice, 


from the Opinion of Hippocrates, That + all Dif- 


eaſes whatever, that proceed from Principles within 
the Body, owe their Origin to Bile and DPhlegm— 
That Bile and Phlegm are brought into the World 
with the Body—— That Bile owes its Supply to the 
Meats and Drinks made 2 na chat its 


* 


» 
Bok - of * 
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Redundance i is from Tatemperance: Before any Re- 
gard is given to the Doctor's Citations from 
Hippocrates, let it be obſerved, once for all, 

that he grievoully miſrepreſents him: inſtead 
of his affirming all Diſeaſes are from Bile and 
Phlegm, as Dr. Woodward makes him do, he 
ſays, Þ Both Man and Woman have four kinds of 
Humours, from whence Diſeaſes proceed. And 
what theſe four Humours are, we are told by 
the Divine Old-Man, in the ſame Book ; The 
Seat of the Blood is the Heart, of Phlegm the 
Head, of Water the Spleen, and of the Bile the 
Liver. Where, by the way alſo, we may ſee 
how the Doctor falſifies the Authority of Mppo- 
crates with relation to the Seat of the Bile, as 
well as the Conſequences from it; for Hippo- 
crates expreſly makes its natural Refi dence in 
the Liver, The ſame Authority likewiſe not 
only ſtands ſtrong againſt Dr. Woodward's Inte- 
grity, with reſpect to Quotations, but alſo a- 
gainſt the Validity of his own Opinions; for 
Hippocrates has it in the ſame place, ſpeaking 
of the Bile ; Its Seat, which is the Liver, draws 
20 it whatſoever is of a bilious nature. And if on 
| a ſudden the Bile abounds, a Perſon will have Pain 
in his Liver, and a great quantity will flow from it. 


—_h—__— 
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In which 1 the old Bile, by means N its 
| Redundance, will overf ow into the Stomach, whence 
grievous Pains will ariſe, &. Does not this dia- 
metrically oppoſe Dr. Z/oodward's Syſtem ? He 
ſays, the Stomach is the natural Reſidence of 
the Bile ; Hippocrates, that the Liver is : Dr. 
Woodward ſays, all Diſeaſes are from Bile and 
Phlegm ; Hippocrates ſays, they are from theſe, 
in common with other Humours. And fur- 
ther, in contradiction to Dr. Mooduard's ma- 
king the Bile naturally reſide in the Stomach, 
Hippocrates ſays, When by Redundance it over- 
flows into it, it occaſions grievous Pains, &c. What 
muſt we ſay or think of a Man that will thus 
collude and falſify with the greateſt Authori- 
ties, in favour of a darling Conceit of his 
own? Had Dr. Woodward been content to 
put his abſurd, and unnatural, Syſtem upon the 
Publick, with the beſt Reaſonings of his own 
contrivance, it might find excuſe ; but to im- 
poſe in this manner ſham Credentials from ſo 
great an Authority as that of Hippocrates, will 
eternally lie hard upon him to get clear of. 
But if it was to be allow'd that ſome Expreſ- 
ſions, in Hippocrates, favour the Opinion of ſome 
Bile reſiding in the Stomach, yet his greateſt 
Admirers will never put a Point in Anatomy 
upon his Deciſion, becauſe Diſſection was in his 


Time little or not at all practiſed ; ſo that 
altho 
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altho he might, and confeſſedly did, know the 
beſt of all his Contemporaries the Condition of 

a human Body, yet for want of proper In- 

ſpection thereinto he might, from the Matter 

brought up by Vomiting, conceive ſome ſuch 
thing as Bile to reſide in the Stomach, becauſe 
he had no better means of Information : but 
this no way juſtifies a Perſon in the ſame Con- 
jecture, who has had Opportunities of being 
otherwiſe inſtructed, and who may know by 
ocular Demonſtration, from the Make: and 

Offices of the Parts, that no ſuch thing can 

be, but by n and in a State of Dif- 

»„ö— 


BU T we ſhould almoſt ſuſpe& the Since- 
rity of the Doctor's Concluſions, as well as 
their Juſtice, when he argues, that becauſe 
Hippocrates ſaid, Bile owed its Supply to Meats and 

Drinks, therefore the Stomach muſt have its faireſt 

Claim. Is not this obtruding upon us the 

Authority of Hippocrates, in a Caſe wherein 
Hippocrates could not, with any Juſtice, con- 
clude, and wherein there is no room even to 
pretend he did ſo ? If Bile is ſupply'd from 
our Aliment, why? And how muſt it be ſepa- 
rated in the Stomach ? Becauſe it comes up 


. 4 
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from thence in vomiting, will not 40 6 for * 


| Reaſons already given: And it cannot be fe- 


parated in the Stomach, but either immediate- 
ly from the Aliment, by ſome Action of the 


Stomach thereupon, or from the Blood, by 
— n enaced i in it oy that putpoſe, 


0 N the firſt of thoſe Suppoſitioris, no Ac- 
tion of the Stomach can draw it therefrom, un- 
leſs the Doctor ſuppoſes the Food to be there 
diffoly'd, as many Subſtances are in quieſcent 


Veſſels by Warmth, whoſe Parts, when in Diſ- 


ſolution, adjuſt themſelyes to different Alti- 
tudes, according to their ſpecifick Weights. 
And this Opinion any one will think the Doc- 
tor to have gone into, who conſiders his. Ac- 


count of Vomits, and the Manner by which 
they bring up the lighteſt Principles firſt, and 
require Continuance and greater Force to fetch 
up the heavieſt at the bottom of the Stomach. 
Many Places likewiſe,” in his Idea of .the Na- 
ture of Man, intimate the ſame, inſomuch that 


upon no other Foundation can he be conſiſtent 


in any degree. But then how does this com- 


port with any tolerable Notions of the Make 


and Action of the Stomach ? All that know any 
thing of the matter, are certain, that its con- 
tinual Motion from the alternate Compreſſion of 
the Muſcles in — is ſo great, as 


cannot 


| | 
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cannot admit of any ſuch Separation of Fluids 
therein; that how, far ſoeyer the, Aliment is 
didolv d in the Stomach, and bow. much ſos 
ever it conſiſts = different Parts, they are ſo 
ſtrongly. ſhook. together, as to waſh. over the 
Pylor us in one ſgemingly uniform Fluid, or re- 
main till they are divided enough ſo to do. 


By this means then the Stomach has no fairer 


Claim to the Bile, Hao any other Þ FA F * 
Aliment. 8 „ 


4 F therefore, on the bene * it 028 on 
with the common Current, and i is ſeparated i in- 
to it by any particular Glands, from the Blood, 
as it circulates thro i its Coats, it lies upon the 
Doctor to point out thoſe Glands, and ſhew. 
ſuch a Secretion to conſiſt with the Laws of. 
Circulation, as is practicable with all the na- 
tural Secretions. But this Notion ſuits not 
with the Doctor's Expreſſion, of the Stomgeh's 
having the faireſt Claim to the Bile, becauſe this, 


way any other Part has as fair. a, Claim, they, 
which the Blood circulares. 


BU T the Obje&ions to this e of 
Dr. Woodward's, ariſing from Anatomy and 
ocular Demonſtration, are not all that ſtand 
againſt him; for the Obſerration and Expe- 
rience of all witneſſeth, that when Vomiting 


4 continues 


: 
' 
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continues ſo long, or is ſo much n 


that Bile is brought up thereby, the Sickneſs at 


Stomach grows intolerable, 5 inſomuch as to 
leave no poſſibility of imagining that Part to 
be its natural Reſidence, but rather that thoſe 
forcible Convulſions have fetch'd it up much 
lower, from its real Seat. From this Obſerva- 
tion only, I fay, no one could be miſtaken in 
this matter, who is not gone into the utmoſt ' 
Fondneſs and Bigotry to his own Conceits, 
and has a Scheme to ſupport at all adventures. 
Can any Perſons believe the Stomach naturally 
to contain what immediately affects i it in ſuch 4 
manner, as ſickens a Perſon almoſt to death, 
and brings on the ſtrongeſt Convulſions? Let 


the Doctor appeal to his own Patients only i in 


this Caſe, "if he will not be Otherwiſe con. 
vine d. | 5 85 an 


HIS accounting for this Diſorder, upon 
the working of a Vomit, and Failing thereby 
the Bile into Action, that was ſuppos d before to 
lie quiet, which it is very likely he will do, be- 
cauſe the Tenour of his Language imports as 
much, will by no means anſwer, becauſe it is 


Inconſiſtent with the natural Action of the Sto- : 


mach for Matter ſo quietly to lodge therein, YL 
for Reaſons above: Siren. . „„ 


LY 


; " MANT 
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MAN other Parts of the Doctor's Hypo- 
theſis, reſpecting the Bile immediately, might 
be taken notice of, wherein he contradicts both 
ocular Teſtimony, and the Senſe of all Man- 
kind, ſince Anatomy has given the proper 
Lights into this matter; but it would be too 
tedious, and this may be ſufficient with all 
who are Judges, or will be at the pains of a 
little Conſideration. One Paſſage however 
muſt not by any means be paſs'd over, where 
the Doctor is ſpeaking in favour of Vomiting; 
and inveighing againſt Catharticks, he has this 
remarkable and entertaining Expreſſion : * The 
Mechaniſm of the Body makes clearly againſt Purg- 
ing. Ho great a Paradox it is to thin this MOR 
BID MATTER; t woufe it, and ſend it into 
the Guts ; to TRAIL it, for the whole Length of 
them, before the Orifices of all the Lacteals, &c. 
The morbid Matter is here the bilious Juice in a 
diſtemper'd State, becauſe That only he char- 
ges all along as the Agent and Cauſe of all 
Miſchiefs to the Body; mind then how infuffe- 
rably ſatirical he is againſt thoſe who give 
Purges, becauſe it trails it the whole Length 
of the Guts, and before the Orifices of the 
Lacteals! This muſt be own'd unanſwerable; 
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| for what ionifies; 0. 

| ceit, to tell the Doctor over and over, that tho 

the Bile has nothing to do in the Stomach, 

'S where. h he places it, for the lake of his. Vomits, 

þ yet its natural. Reſidence, when preſs'd out of 
| | the common Cyſtus or Gall-Bladder, is. in the 

Ss. Bowels; that it naturally, in a State of Health, 

| zrails, thro the whole: Length of the Guts, and 
before the Orifices of the Lacteals too, and 
thereby anſwers ſeveral important Exigencies 
k of the Oeconomy: What ſignifies.it, Iſay, to 
urge ſuch, dull and palpable. Truths as theſe to 

; the Doctor? they are things common, and ob- 

vious to the Notices of all, and would be in- 
; juriouſly, introduc'd. into ſuch a Train of Co- 
N gitation, the n _ hare: e 


we. find bar all the a * to the Pods, 
are. wot from the Stomach, and that the Bile is 
not a  natyral, Reſident there; what myſt we ſay. 
to an Hypotheſis that is ſupported by ſuch Con- 
jectures, and without which the whole Super- 
ſtructure muſt ſink? Dr. Woodward: would cer- 
tainly have done well in weighing theſe Mat- 
ters better, before he had ventur d ſo far; and. 
to have had ſo much regard to other Peoples Un- 
derſtandings, as not to have put upon the World 
an Idea of the Nature of Man, which is incon- 
ſiſtent 


4 
** 
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ſiſtent with the Nature of things, and repugnant 
to the Senſe and Experience of all Mankind. 


BU it "inf? be ſupposd for a While, that 
the Doctor is in the right about his bilious 
TY that we may ſee what he will make of 

And firſt, f The Meat ſent down into the Stos 

3228 is there received by this Juice. Here is a 
notorious Deception and Impropriety of 
Speech, becauſe in no adequate Senſe can any 
Juice there receive the Food into it, unleſs 
there were Quantity enough for the Food to 
be immerſed in it, as in a quieſcent Veſſel, 
which is known to be impoſſible here. The 
Food in ſome meaſure may indeed be ſaid to 
receive the Juices of the Stomach, as by the 
Action and Concuſſion there, they are by de- 
grees taken up by it, and mix d therewith into 
a common Fluid. But this Juice muſt be the 
principal Agent in every thing; and therefore 
 Aalfo it contains in it Salts of differing. Nature, 
| ſweet, muriatick, ammoniack, bitter, acid'\ſ. What 
„ Jdeas the Doctor has to theſe Terms, I know: 
not. It was a Remark of Mr. Locke, that we 
wanted Words to ſome of our Ideas of Taſte ; 

but it is to be fear*d herè are Words without 
Ideas, without ſuch at leaſt as are expreſſtwe o 
thoſe ſenſible Qualities, whereby the phyſical 
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Agency of the thing can be determin'd ; and 
all Phyſicians now-a-days, unleſs Dr. Woodward, 
take care to uſe only Terms as may be ſo ex- 
preſſive, becauſe otherwiſe they teach nothing. 
Theſe, however, when rightly conſtituted, and each 
in due Proportion, act upon the Meat, diſſolve, di- 
geſt, and reduce it to a thin Fely *. By what 
phyſical and known Quality do they thus act? 
If they will do this out of the Stomach, upon 
the ſame Subject, it is to be accounted for 
as are the Operations of all other Diſſol- 
vents; but if they will not do the ſame out 
of the Stomach, it is a deceitful way of talking 
to ſay, they do it there, without any mention 
of the other Cauſes, or thoſe which concur at 
leaſt in bringing about this Effect. As in all 
the other Inſtances yet taken notice of, the 
Doctor ſnews himſelf a great Stranger to the 
Frame ; ſo in this Point he is grievouſly out, 
to ſpeak of Digeſtion in the Stomach, with- 
out any manner of regard to its natural Mo- 
tion, which now all Anatomiſts and Phyſicians 
allow to be the chief, if not the ſole efficient 
in this Affair. : 


AGAIN, By their Afions and Conflicts, a 
Heat is excited, Fumes and Steams are rais'd }. 


—— —_—_ . 
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No Mortal has a Notion of this in a State of 
Health, but when ſuch happen, place them 
to a Diſeaſe, which is troubleſome enough 
too. But there is ſomething for theſe Steams 
to do; They huff up the Stomach, aud keep it in a 
moderate Tenfion and Inflation. Is this again 
conſiſtent with any Notion of the forcible 
Contraction and Preflure the Stomach ſuſtains 
by the Muſcles alternately acting in Reſpira- 
tion? The Doctor can have no Notion of this 
Matter ſo neceſſary to the OEconomy, or elſe 


he would never talk of blowing or huffing up 


the Stomach in this manner, like any Bladder 
taken out of the Body, and in open Air. 


YET hear further; + By this means it is made 
ſomewhat to bear and preſs on the Parts all round: 
and in particular on the deſcending Trunk of the 
great Artery ; which being RAISED UP THEF 
THER FOR THE PURPOSE, is ſo 
plac'd on the Ridge of the Back-Bone behind the 
Stomach, as to be ſubjef directly to its Impulſe, 
Action, and Modulation. I cannot imagine what 
is meant by raiſed up thither for the purpoſe ; but 
the Doctor it ſeems will take as great a Liber- 
ty in making the Frame, as he has done in 
contriving the chief Agent to actuate it; and 
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the Artery being on the Ridge of the Back- 


Bone, is abſolutely falſe, becauſe it is never 


placed but on one ſide of it, here, as well as 
all along the Spine, unleſs when, in looking for 


it, it be drawn with the Parts to which it is 


connected by force upon the Ridge, as it may 
very eaſily happen to an ignorant Enquirer. 


AGAIN, f In proportion as the Stomach bears 
on this Veſſel, more or leſs, and ſtraiteus it ; aud 
more or leſs impedes the Deſcent of the Blood: fo 
that the Diſcharge out of the Heart being equal, a 
greater Quantity is ſent to all the Parts above this 
CURB; particularly to the Brain, to auſuer the 
great Ends of Nature py, in every Exigence of 


Ar _- 4 


is diſtended with a fret Meal, or by Accident 
inflated beyond its uſual Dimenſions, it will 
bear ſo much upon the great Artery, as to de- 
termine à greater Quantity of Blood to the 
Brain, in propertion to what goes downwards 
at other. times, is what Anatomiſts frequently 
mention ; and Dr. IVoodward might rs have 
on ; Opium, where he accounts fra a fall Meal | 
occaſions ſometimes Drowfineſs, But that the 
1 Salts in the Stomach, without tha par- 
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| ticular Circimſtarice of a full Meal, ſhould 
huff up the Stomach for this purpoſe, is v very 
ſtrange, and greatly ktipitable ; bees in a 
uniform State of Health, when this Beg me 
of Good to the Body is from the Stomach, the 
Stomach will be always equally diſtended or 
huffed up, and conſequently a greater Qaftity 
of Blood always ſent up above this Curb, which 
ſounds but very oddly for ſach a State. 


BUT the Brain may want this extraordi- 
nary Proviſion : * Fir the bilious Salts, befides the 
Parts they aft in Digeſtion, concur to the Production 
of the Phenomena that attend the Pa Hon 7005, Jof, 
Grief, Fear, Anger ; and by the Regulation of this 
Tenſion of the Stomach, and of its Action upon the 
Artery behind it, to the Modulation of the Brain, 70 
the Exertion of the Senſes, and of Cogitations 
SPLENDIDA BILIS! Tacomprebenfible 
Dr. Woodward | Well might a a great many or- 
dinary Philoſophers, ſuch as Carteſſas, Male- 
hranc he, Locke, and the like, puzzle themſelves, 
to bring Matter and Thought together in 
vain; they thought not one jot of the Bile, 
that's certain, but as it gave them Chagrin 
and Uneafineſs. Dr. Woodward indeed docs 
not male it a a thinking Principle, ſtrictly ſpeak- 
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ing, but he makes it ſomewhat more, if 1 
ble; he makes it regulate the Tenſion of the Sto- 


mach; and that Tenſion, by acting on the Arte- 
ry behind it, to modulate the Brain; and that 


Modulation, to exert Senſe and Cogiration : : 
ſo that the whole Affair of Thinking is under the 
Influence of this Principle in the Stomach. 
This is ſuch a Train of Thinking as quite con- 


founds me, becauſe I cannot poſſibly ſee the 


Cauſe here aſſigned to be at all adequate to 
the Effects: For ſuppoſe the different Exten- 
ions of the Stomach, and its Preſſure thereby 


upon the Artery, hath a conſiderable Influence 


upon the Brain, and the Actions of the Mind; 
yet ſuch Extenſions are determined by Cauſes, 
much more probable and efficacious than that 
here aſſigned: Beſides, it is impoſſible to ima- 


gine how a fermenting Mixture ſhould preſerve 
ſuch a continued uniform Expanſion as is here 


pretended ; for by what there will be occaſion 
preſently to mention from the Doctor's Syſtem, 

it will appear, that the Stomach is thus Bed 
up uniformly in the ſame Subject at all times, 


except in Sleep. Let any one, who has been 


uſed to Experiments of this kind, imagine, if 
he poſſibly can, what Principles will ſupport 
ſuch a Luctus or Conflict in a Part circumſtan- 
ced as the Stomach, without being liable, by 


* the Changes that continually happen to this 
| Part, 
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Part, to be interrupted. The Diverſity of what 
is frequently put into the . Stomach, one would 
think, muſt ſtrangely diſturb this buffing Princi- 
ple; ; and what a fine Condition then muſt the 
Aﬀair of Cogitation be in, that is liable to 2 
F Influgnges ? 


THIS Misfertune the Doctor himſelf ſeems 
to be indeed well aware of; for he ſays, * This 
fo ſurely depends upon the Stomach, that it never 
ſucceeds rightly, while either by reaſon of the De- 
privation of the bilious Salts, or ſome other Cauſe, 
things are put into a Perturbation there : or while, 
on account of intemperate Eating, or exceſſive Drink- 
ing, the Salts are ſo much engaged in digeſting the 
over- great Charge thus made upon them, as to have 
liberty to aſſiſt in the Affair of Cogitation. But 
how comes 1t about, that this Principle, which 
is ſupply'd by the Aliment, ſhould be moſt de- 
fective when there is moſt Aliment taken in? 
Thus prepoſterouſly inconſiſtent is this Gentle- 
man with himſelf! The Principle of Cogita- 
tion is ſupply'd by the Aliment, and yet the 
Aliment diſturbs the Affair of Cogitation. But 
it may perhaps be the Doctor's meaning, that 
the Bile ſeparated from a former Meal, and 
reſiding i in the Stomach, huffs it up, and aſſiſts 
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in the . of Cogitation, kill another Meal is 
put into it, and then it deſiſts from its former 
Office, and turns to that of Digeſtion, which 
finiſhed, gives a freſh Supply of Bile to go on 
again with thinking; ſo that the Bile, it ſeems, 
cannot do both at once. And the Doctor al- 
| lows, That + where theſe Salts are too Jong and 
intenſely employ'd in Cogitation, the Digeſtion is neg- 
tefted, and ſo the Nouriſhment render d imperfecl. 
Fr which reaſon, Scholars and Men that give them- 
ſelves up much to Thought and Study, are ordinarily 
tean and conſumptive. Be it To ; but how muſt 
we then account for thoſe Conſtitutions that 
are very lean, that abound with Bile, and eat 
a great deal, which ate common, and yet em- 
ploy little or none of their Bile in 'Think- 
ing? and thoſe likewiſe who are very cor- 
pulent, yet ſtudy much, and eat ſparingly, for 
ſuch too there are to be met with? But the 
Abſurdities and Contradictions in this Hypo- 
theſis are numberleſs. Any Perſon who has an 
Inclination to be an Hypotheſis-Maker, need 
not be diſcouraged ; for after this rate every 
Thing may be ſaid of every Subject, and a Perſon 
may as much as he pleaſes talk about Cauſes 
and Effects, without any regard to the Rela- 
tion or Fitneſs of the one to the other. 
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* E have many learned and intelligible Ae 
counts of the Bile, and its Uſes in the Animal 


OEconomy, by Anatomiſts and Phyſicians ; ; 
and from them we learn no more than that it 
is altogether ſeparated in the Liver, and thrown 
out into the Duodenum, ſome diſtance below 
the Pylorus, where it continually drains down 
into the Bowels, and is as a natural Purge, 
from its .known and obvious Qualities, both 
helping to divide and attenuate the Contents 
of the Bowels, and to irritate their Motions 
downwards. This is the main of what the 
wiſeſt yet pretend to know of this matter, and 
it is all that the Nature of the thing ſeems 
capable to admit of Who then could ever 
imagine that a Perſon, for the ſake of making 
an Hypotheſis, would bring it from its natural 
Reſidence, and place it in the Stomach, to do 
all the prepoſterous Feats already taken no- 
tice of ? 


BUT in compliment to his own particu- 
lar Turn of Thinking, the Doctor is pleaſed to 
ſay; f Perſons of the finer, quicker, and more de- 
licate Conſtitution, have ſome Perception of theſe Ope- 
rations on the Brain and Senſes ; indeed very great 
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and diſtin, when the bilioſe Principle, increaſed, 
afts with a more than ordinary Power. As to thoſe 


who have little, or perhaps no ſuch Perception, diſ- 


tinftly, if they pleaſe to have patience till Evidence 
enn be produced of it from various Methods of Proof ; 
and, in particular, from what others perceive and 
obſerve ; they will, J hope, in due time have fuller 
Satisfaction in this Affair. Indeed I muſt own 
my-ſelf under a total Abſence of all this De- 
licacy of Conſtitution, and without any Perception 
of theſe Operations of the Brain, and Senſes ; 
even tho the bilioſe Principle is to my Cer- 
tainty very often increafed, And the worſt 
is, that, according to the Doctor's own No- 
tion, I am never like to have fuller Satisfaction 
in this Affair becauſe if I think much about 
it, the Bile will be ſo much diverted from the 
Office of Digeſtion, and the Stomach be at 
length ſo deprived, by that means, of its due 
Supply of Bile from the Aliments, that the 
A Fair of Cogitation may quite ceaſe, and all Per- 
ception be utterly loſt. For it's certainly a 
Conſequence from the Doctor's Scheme, that a 
Man may think himſelf into a Blockhead, and 
eat himſelf into a Wit: for as thinking much 
will cut off the Supply and Increaſe of the 
Bile, the thinking Principle; ſo will eating 


heartily, and thinking not at all, ſo increaſe 


this Principle, that a Man will be of a delicate 
Conſti- 
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Conſtitution, have Perceptions of Operations on the 
Brain, and all that, without ſtriying for it. 


So that Thinking, ſtrictiy ſpeaking, is not an 


Action of the Mind, but a Paſſion wherein 


Bile is the Agent; and the ſhorteſt way to 
Knowledge, and to make Hypotheſes, is not 
to ſtrive and think, but to eat for it: tho in 
ſuch manner, that it may produce a well-con- 
ſtituted Bile; or elſe inſtead of uſeful Acquire- 


ments we may learn Atheiſm, Sedition, and 1 


know not how many miſchievous Tricks, as 


we ſhall ſee further. A fine Syſtem indeed | 


for our Univerſities ! which if it prevails, muſt 
render Studying the moſt pernicious thing in 


the world, and a proper Regimen of Diet the 
only Means of coming to that Delicacy of Con- 


ftitution which gives Perceptions to the Brains 


T H U S much 1 the Bile, as it aſſiſts in 
the Affair of Cogitation ; let's ſee what the Doc- 


tor next does with it : De Aliment, the Meat, 


digeſted, and diluted with Drinks uſed, paſſing out 
of the Stomach, by the Pylorus, into the Gut Duo- 
denum, beſides what it carries out along with it, 
tales up more of the bilioſe Fuice, diſcharged in 
| by the Duc from the Liver, there in the way on pur- 
50 pſe. This continues more 7, o heat, diffolve, and act 
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azpon the Aliment. Here the Doctor is pleaſed to 
allow another natural Reſidence for the Bile, 
from the Liver, in the way on purpoſe ; and * am 
very glad to find he will vouchſafe to think in 
any reſpe& like other Men: yet: after this Con- 
deſcenſion, he reſumes himſelf, and goes on; 
1 Being moved, ſtil on, along the Guts, by their 
periſtaltick. Aclion, the finer and thinner part of it, 
by means of the ſlight Oppoſition and Stops, made in 
the Guts by. the Stams and Flatus arifi ing from the 
Conflicts of the bilioſe Salts, is turned, croſi-ways 


| thorow the Lafteal Veſſels , and the Thoracick Dutt, 


into the Blood; and ſo circulated withit, and thrown 
about the Body. Now the Stops made in the 
Guts by the Steams of the bilious Salts, is a 


| Redundance of Employment very needleſſy al- 


lotted them, becauſe the Make and natural 


Situation of the Guts unavoidably furniſh them 


with ſuch Stops. The Doctor is ſo fond of 
his Bile, that he not only employs it to do 
many things in his Hypotheſis, for which he 
really ſtands in need of its help, but aſſigns 
to it what is manifeſtly from other Cauſes. 


Any other Perſon that looks into a Body, would 
as ſoon aſſign. the Convolutions and Stops in 


the Guts to a Shower of Rain, or a Knock in 
the Cradle, as to the Bile: : but the real Cauſe 
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this as the Cauſe, is abſ| ard and ridiculous. If 


ſides, the natural Vent there is for any Vapour 
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is - obvious, that no one can overlook it, chat 
has not an Hypotheſis to ſupport. If the Bile 
was the Efficient herein, the Removal of that 
would let the Guts unfold. and become ſtrait: : 
but every one. knows this to be impoſſible. in a 
natural State ; and therefore that to inſiſt upon 


the Doctor means any Stops beſides what are 
thus naturally and inevitably in them, he ſhould 
have been ſo particular as to have ſaid ſo; but 
for. the Purpoſes. of the OEconomy, and. to 
ſtrain the Chyle through the Lacteals, the na- 
tural Convolutions and Stops are knoyn to be 
ſufficient. 08 1 0 


BU if the Docdor is not * a 
how this. Contriyance is order'd naturally, or 


does not think that ſuch Cauſes are "_ to the 
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clowns. up he Treas.) into © Ini | 
the help of his Bile, as he was before, in bufe. 
fig up the Stomach with it; becauſe. they are. 
continually under. the Influences of much more 
powerful Cauſes, than the Expanſion of a col· 
luctuating Fluid can be imagined to be. Ber 


or Hatus either in the Stomach or Bowels, 
would not ſuffer ſuch Effects as here aſſigu d 


to ariſe from them, becauſe they would always 
6 e be 
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be breaking away upwards or downwards: ſo 
that this huffing colluctuating Principle would 
alſo farniſh us with a great deal of Muſick toog 
as well as Perceptions on the Brain, and other De- 
licacies of Conſtitution. Croſs-ways, through the 
Lafeals, and the Thoracick Duct, are very auk- 
ward Expreſſions, and no ways ſutable to the 
thing to be ſignify'd; as does alſo being thrown 
about the Body very ill agree with any juſt Ap- 
prehenſions of the Blood's Circulation: but 
whether ſuch Uncouthneſs is from Ignorance 
or Affectation, I ſhall not undertake to deter- 


mine. f Gradually ſurmounting and deſcending, is 
likewiſe of the ſame Turn, and gives one as 


good a Notion of the natural Motions of the 
Bowels, and their Contents, thro them, as In- 
conſiſtency and Contradiction is capable of. 


THE next Advance of the Doctor is ſtu- 
pendous : In S Jeep the Pylorus being uear cloſed, the 
Communication between the Stomach aud Bowels by 
that means in great mea ſure intercepted, and the 
Deſcent of both the Aliment and the bilioſe Juice, 0 
the Principle and Inſtrument o of Animal Action, and 
of Senſation, being impeded for the time, much of 
the Action in the Frame is, of courſe, remitted, and 
ſuſpended. Senſation is ſo likewiſe : and the Organs 
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come to a greater Quiet, Eaſe, and Ref. The 


Cloſure of the Pylorus in Sleep, is a matter 
aſſumed only to ſerve a Turn, and is ſo far from 


agreeing with the natural Mechaniſm of the 


Parts, as to be contradictory thereunto. We 
are taught by Anatomy, that the Pylorus is 
Sirt with a kind of Sphincter; and it is well 
known that Parts ſo tonſtituted are in a relaxed 
ſtate during Sleep. How ſurprizing then is ir 
in Dr. Wooduard to put it into a very oppoſite 
State, not only without aſſigning any thing 
like a Reaſon for it, but even contrary to Rea- 
ſon and Nature ! 


BUT here is an End in this Contrivance; 
to intercept the Communication between the StomacÞ 
and Blood, becauſe impeding the Deſcent of the 


bilioſe Juice, ſuſpends Animal Action and Senſation. 
But how does this agree with what the Doc- 


tor aſſured us of before, that the Bile huffing up 
the Stomach, preſſed upon the great Artery, and by 
its Modulation aſſiſted in the Affair of Cogitation 3 
and now again ſhutting it up in the Stomach, 
* ſuſpends Animal Aclion and Senſation? The Doc- 
tor may plead his Right to Hypotheſis-making 
as much as he pleaſes ; but to lead People into 
ſuch a Maze and Wilderneſs of Contradiction 
as this is; and make it. neceſſary to be anſwer d 
to, does not at all comport with that Regafd 
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he f expreſſes for his Country, and the Good 


of his Fellow-Creatures, in ſome parts of this 
ſingular Performance. It's an irkſome Office, 
and ſuch Demands ought to be diſcouraged, 
for the publick Eaſe. It was troubleſome e- 
nough to examine all the Doctor's Pretenſions 
about what the Bile did in the Stomach; and 
we find a great many things aſcribed to it, 
nay the moſt important in the OEconomy, 


which were thought impoſſible for it to effect: 


but now the Doctor has ſhut it up there faſt, 
that the Action of the Frame may be ſuſpended, 
and all thoſe fine things ſand ſtill. 


HOWEVER, all that part of what the 


Bile does in the Stomach, ſhall be laid by as a 
Miſtake and an Inconſiſtency, and we will be- 
gin again, with that which eſcapes into the 
Blood. | 


THE Bile then being ſhut up in the Sto- 
mach during Sleep, || the Organs and Parts have 
an opportunity of ſeizing and detaching, out of the 
common Stock, ſuch Corpuſcles as ſerve peculiarly for 
the Suſtentation and Nouriſhment of each; this im- 
portant Work being carry d on chiefly in Sleep. Juſt 


before, by the very ſame means, it was told, 


r 


2 
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the Organs were got zo Eaſe and Reſt; but now 
it ſeems that Eaſe and Ref was only for a better 
Opportunity of ſeizing, &c. but it may be be- 
lieved that this Contradiction is more in the 
Manner of Expreſſion, than in the 'Under- 


cor, it is to be hoped, will receive it as a Fa- 
vour, in having the particular Liberty granted 


Agents with Patients, as much as he pleaſes ; 
ſo that the Reader can but gueſs at a Meaning 
that comports with Truth, The * Glandules 


intelligible aim'd at, tho abſurdly expreſs'd, 


fers not greatly from the common Opinions, if 

told in the plain way of ſpeaking ; but the 
| Bile again ſurprizes us; The nutritious Fely, at- 
tended with the various Salts, above recited, from 
the Stomach ——quitting its pale tranſparent Hue, 
becomes of a red Colour, paler or deeper, upwards 
almost to black, anſwerably to the greater or leſſer 
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ſtanding, and that by ſeizing, &c. the Doctor 
means only receiving ſuch Corpuſcles; yet this 
is a Privilege allow d but to few, and the Doc- 


him of confounding Patients with Agents, or 


taking forth Matter from the Blood ſubſervient to 
various Uſes and Ends, ſhall alſo be placed to 
the ſame account, becauſe there is ſomething 


g | H E Doctor's } Account of Secfetion dif- 
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1 and to the different Proportion of the ſeve- 
ral kinds of thoſe Salts. Now how a red Colour 
ſhould reſult from a Mixture of Salts that were 
none of them of that colour in a ſtate of Se- 
paration, is hard to conceive, and altogether 

ew- It has been conjectured, and ſuch Con- 
jectures have been ſapported by great Proba- 
bility, how that part of mix'd Bodies call'd 
Sulphur, by its various Modifications, and the 
different Manners of its being acted upon, 
puts on different Colours, and in many Inſtan- 
ces becomes red; but it never yet ſeems to 
have enter'd into the Thoughts of any Perſon 
beſides Dr. Woodward, that the Principle call'd 
Salt had any ſhare in ſuch Changes: and who- 
ever conſiders this matter, with due regard to 
the natural Properties and ſenſible Qualities of 
theſe Bodies, will hardly be ever brought to 
conceive how a Salt can do this. However, 
this is not a Matter of any great moment to 
Practice, for the Advantage and Improvement 
of which every Inquiry of this kind ought to 
concur, and principally be aimed: Tho in a 
Matter of mere Speculation one would rather 
go into a received and well-grounded Opinion, 
than a mere Novelty, and an Hypotheſis. So 
that the ordinary way of accounting for the 
red Colour of the Blood from the known Office 
of the Lungs, is like to continue, notwith- 
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* this extraordinary Difcovery of 
Dr. Wooduard. The Colour of the Skin like- 


wiſe ſhall be paſs'd by, as a matter of no great 


| BUT next follows. ſomething + Rel 
quence : By the Colluftations of thoſe Salis, and 
the E Herve ſcence con ſequent thereunto, continued 
in the Blood; this and the Parts of the Body, as it 
paſſes. through them, are kept conſtantly to a, due 
Heat. This 1 18 again intirely the Doctor 8 own, 
for it is repugnant to the Notions of all other 
Men, who have wrote upon this Head, unleſs 
ſome- chymical Hypotheſes-Makers, who knew 
nothing of the Mechaniſm of a human Body, 
and made their Elaboratories and Furnaces the 
Standards of Nature, and who have been long 
ſince exploded. If Dr. Woodward underſtood 
the Laws of Circulation, and what Motions 
the Parts of the Fluid are capable of in ſuch 
a Circumſtance, he would have known that 
there can be no ſuch thing therein as Collucta- 
tions, Efferveſcencies, and the like; | becauſe 
ſuch Motions ariſe from phyſical and ſenfible 
Qualities, which they are not capable of being 
determined by in a ſtate of Circulation, ſo 
(wift as is that of the Blood. Let the Doctor 
but read what Dr. Pitcairne, and many . qthers, 
have ing upon this Head, and then make Col- 

8 luctations 
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luctations of Salts, and 2 circulating Blood, conſiſt : 
gether, if he can, | 


FROM the ſame 'Great Man may the 
Doctor alſo learn other Cauſes of this Effect, 
much more conſonant to Reaſon and Expe- 
rience, than theſe hypothetical imaginary Salts 
He may be taught from him, that the Heat of 
the Blood is from its Circulation ; and that 
therefore it is always in proportion to its 
Quantity, Celerity, and Diſtances from the 
Heart. But a Heat from the Colluctations and 
Efferveſcencies of Salts will not anſwer ; for this 
Cauſe would be moſt intenſe where the Blood 
has the leaft Motion, becauſe they are then at 
liberty moſt to obey thoſe Properties by which 
they fall into ſuch Motions; and on the con- 
trary, where the Blood has the oreateſt Mo- 
tion : both which every one's Experience con- 
tradicts; inſomuch that the moſt Ignorant 
know, that where the Blood moves faſteſt, there 
is the greateſt Heat, and where ſloweſt, the 
leaſt. Beſides, if the Doctor's Principle was 
true, the Blood drawn out into a ſtagnant Veſ- 
ſel, would continue its Warmth the rather for 
that reaſon, becauſe the Salts would not be 
hinder d, by any other Cauſe, from fretting thus, 
and heating together ; whereas it grows quite 
fold, as ſoon as any other Fluid of equal Con- 


betenee, 
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ſiſtence, that has none of theſe - Salts in it. 
The Doctor has here therefore been ſo unhap- 
py, as not only to aſſign a wrong, and an in- 
ſufficient, Cauſe of this Effect, for the ſake of 
ſupporting his bilious Syſtem, but alſo diſco- 
ver'd at the ſame time a ſurprizing Unacquain- 
tance with the true Springs of Action in the 
OEconomy ; in a Caſe too that is ſo plain and 
obvious, as to be capable of Demonſtration 
almoſt to the meaneſt Capacities. 


IT HES E Salts, he further ſays, by their Agi- 
tation, and the Hatus and Steam that here alſo attends, 
the Chyle, introduced and turned into the Blood-Veſſels, 
is frothed up into the form of Bubbles, or, as they 
have been uſually call d, Globules. Here the Doc- 

tor is himſelf aware of the Inſufficiency of his 
Agent, and therefore calls in a Hatus or Steam; 
but how this Hlatus or Steam ariſes, we have 
no Inſtructions, but from the Colluctations and 
Conflicts of the Salts: yet thus it ought to 
have been particularly explain d, for every one 
cannot conceive how the Colluctations of rigid 
Bodies, ſuch as are thoſe of Salts, ſhould ſtrike 

off any Particles that are elaſtick, in ſuch a 
manner as to blow up a viſcid Fluid into Froth. 
Theſe Globules in the Blood are certainly a 
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thin Shells or Coverings, containing 8 
that is capable of Compreſſion and Reſtitution, 
becauſe we know that in the Capillary Veſſels 

they recede by the Compreſſion of the Paſſage, 
from their Sphericity, and become Spheroides, 
or of oblong Figures; and that as ſoon as they 
are again got into more open room, they reſume 
an exact Sphericity : is it poſſible then that the 
Contents of ſuch Globules can be any Parts of 
rigid Bodies, ſuch as Salts * This Flatys or 
Steam, the Doctor ſpeaks of, muſt be from 
fome Particles of the Salts themſelves, broke 
off in their Conflicts, or ſome Parts of the 
Chyle capable of being raiſed into an elaſtick 
Steam; but we know of no ſuch Parts in the 
Chyle, unleſs what comes from any Mixture of 
Air therewith : but if ſo, what occaſion is 
there for the Novelty of thefe Salts in this 
Affair? The ſpringy Particles of Air ſo cir- 
cumftanced, wonld without any help from ſuch 
imaginary Aids, by their known and natural 
Properties, form ſuch Globules, And this is 
what many Learned Men have long ago de- 
monſtrated. This Confuſion then of the words 
Froth, Bubbles, and Glebules, as fignifying the 
fame thing, is to be placed altogether to the 
Doctor's Unacquaintance in this matter; for 
all other Perſons know, that the Globules in 
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bear ſo little likeneſs to Froth, that their Ex- 
iſtence has no dependence upon ſuch à Circum- 
ſtance, for they | are neceſſarily in the Blood ac 
all times, without any means uſed to froth it 
up, Wharſoever ſine things therefore the Doc. 
tor may hereafter think fit to do with theſe 
Globules in the OEconomy, it muſt be all 
allowed fallacious, becaufe he is wrong in their 
very Production. After this manner indeed 1 
cannot ſee what may not be brought about by 
thefe Salts, that the Doctor finds for his pur- 
Foy to mm them in. 


FT HE Doctor was the Globules'? * ex- 
panded, aud in turns contracted, in the Blood-Ve Jeb 
of the Muſikes, are the Inſtruments of Maſcalar 
Afion. ' What uſe indeed ſome Perſons have 


made of theſe G lobules in explaining Muſcular 
Motion, cannot be a Secret to any who are 


converſant with ſuch Studies; but certain it 
is, that Dr. Woodward can have no right Per- 
ceptions of this matter, becauſe he is ſo grie- 


vouſly out in the Formation of then, And 


his great Miſtake in this Caſe will further ap- 
pear, by what he goes on to ſay: f One Inſtance 
of the Greatneſs of their expanſive Power we have 
in 7 Blood 7770 let out of the Vein into 4 Receiver, 
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out . which the Air being exhauſted, and 78 the ex- 
terior Preſſure taken off, theſe Bubbles, of very ſmall, 
inſtantly ſwelling and growing bigger, become incre- 
dibly large: and indeed the greateſt part, if not the 
whole Maſs of Blood, riſes up into ſuch. For all 
this is true only of the elaſtick Particles of Air 
which lie wrapped up in the Blood, and open 
on the removal of the Power that compreſſed 
them, viz. the Weight of external Air; and 
this is the Opinion and Language of all who 
have diſcourſed hereupon : but no body from 

hence can have any Notions about a. bilious 
Salt, or imagine that ſuch a Cauſe could have 
any influence over theſe. Effects. And this 
amazing way does the Doctor often take, to 
explain Matters, by the intercourſe. of Prin- 
ciples or Agents, that are by no means wanted; 

which ſhews either an intire Unacquaintance 
with What has been taught upon ſuch Heads, 
or a ſtrange Inclination to differ from all Man- 
kind, and ſubſtitute in the room of received 
and well- examined Opinions, Conceits and 
Gueſſes of his own, The Learned would af- 
ter this rate have a fine Task upon their hands, 
were they obliged to be thus called off from 
known and well-eſtabliſhed Truths, to give 
attention to every new Figment, as. often as 
any one has a Paſſion to become conſiderable 
by Peculiarities and Contradiction. All who 
have 
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have it generouſly at heart to promote uſeful 
Knowledge, before they make Eſſays in any 
particular Point, ſhew that they have examined 
what was before extant thereupon, and offer 
ſome Reaſons for their Diſſatisfa&ion therewith. 
But Dr. J/odward has acted very differently in 
this Inſtance ; he has overlooked a great deal 
ſaid by others upon the ſame Subject, and put 
off a Conjecture of his own, with the Air and 
Alam o of a Syiteus of * 


BU T he Doctor goes on: + The Glbules 
of the Blood, with the Aura or Vapour arifing from 
the reciprocal Conflifts of the bilioſe Salis, ſerve 
placidly to diſtend the Blood-Veſſels in all farts, and 
to render theſe capable of Feeling, and Perception of 
exterior Objects, &c. Now it is very well 
known, that the leaſt Alteration in the Diſten- 
ſion of the Blood-Veſſels is of very great con- 
ſequence ; can any one then imagine, that the 
wiſe Author. of Nature ſhould put a matter of 
ſuch moment upon the moſt precarious foot 
imaginable? And nothing can be more pre- 
carious than the Halitus or Vapour ariſing from 
the Conflicts of fermenting Bodies; as is well 
known to all who have but ſlightly been in- 
formed in ſuch matters. Beſides, it has been 
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already ſhew'd, that fach Conflids : ariſe ho 
Cauſes, that are inconſiſtent with their Agen- 


BU T let us $attend the. oF up this ex- 
traordinary Syſtem, called, An Idea of the Na- 
ture of Man. All things being in due plight, and 
thus harmonioufly concurring, compoſe fuch a Me- 
c hani ſi of the Frame, and produce ſuch an Opera- 
tion, as animates aud enliveus it, &c. fo long ns it 
does that, it is in a good State of Health. Here 
we have Mechaniſm uſed with as much Im- 
propriety, as has been before ſhewed in the 
word Hypotheſis ; for it is capable of no other 
ſignification, than a Syſtem of Matter put 
together, and.operating by thoſe Laws of Mo- 
tion which are taught in Mechawicks, and are 
deduced from the ſenſible and known Qua- 


lities of Bodies: but it appears by an Exa- 


mination of this Syſtem, that there is no 


mention therein of the manifeſt and ſenſi- 


ble Qualities of the Bodies, concerning 
which it treats; nor is there the leaſt Hint 


of any Law by which thoſe Bodies are go- 


verned in their Motions ; but quite on the 
contrary, the Qualities of every thing are 
imagined only and ſuppoſed, and material A- 
gents are put upon Offices, directly contrary to, 
and inconſiſtent with, the known Laws, by 

which 
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which ſuch Agents are by the Author of their 


Exiſtence bound to act. And yet the Doctor has 
the Weakneſs further to add; They who have Ca” 
pacity rightly to. comprehend ſuch a Syſtem, and the 
compleat Conſtitution of ſuch a Machine, muſt readily 
allow it a Work truly worthy of the great and wiſe 
Author and Framer of it. It will be readily al- 
lowed, that Syſtem, and that Machine, which 

Dr. Woodward has here made, is worthy of the 
Author and Framer of it ; but that Syſtem and 
Machine, which every Man in reality carries 
about with him, is quite another thing, and 
knowable by a very different Application of the 
rational Faculties, and a very different Means 
of Evidence from what is here uſed. For the 


clearer Illuſtration of which, before we leave this 


Head, let us take a ſhort Review of the Doc- 
tor's main Principle, and compare it with that 
which other Phyſicians found their Reaſonings 
"_ 


"THIS Syſtem is ** by this grand 
Propoſition, That Bile, or a bilious Juice, is the 
Principle and Inſtrument of animal Action and 
Senſation Others ſay, that certain Requiſites to 
preſerve the Fi bres 1 in a State of Elaſticity, or an 
Elaſtick Fibre, are the Cauſe of the ſame. The 
Doctor manages his bilious Juice arbitrarily, 
without any regard to thoſe Qualities that are 

the 
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the edt Reſult of its mechanical Aﬀec- 


tions, Figure, Motion, &c. Others argue from 


the known and demonſtrable Properties of an 
elaſtick Body, and conſider all Motions in the 


animal OEconomy, by the ſame Laws as hold 


good in all ordinary Syſtems of Matter. The 
Doctor frequently draws Concluſions, incon- 
ſiſtent with, and contradictory to the natural 
Powers of his Inſtruments; but others never 
conclude againſt the received Laws of a mate- 
rial Agency. The Doctor's is therefore! ar- 
bitrary, inconſiſtent, and abſurd ; the Syſtem 
of the others natural, rexlongble, and truly 


mechanical. 


THE Liberty of framing an Hypotheſis, is 
what the Doctor has aſſerted his Right to with 


ſome Warmth, as was before taken notice ; 


and no one will pretend, as I know of, to a- 
bridge him of it, but every one that uſes his 
Underſtanding, will judge whether he makes 
right Deductions from that Hypotheſis. He 
may ſuppoſe whatſoever he pleaſes about the 
Bile, or any other Humour in the Body, that 
is not repugnant to Nature, and the Laws of 
Motion; but when in wantonneſs of Fancy he 
tranſgreſſes thoſe Bounds, all Mankind haye 
an equal right to contradi& him, and ſhew his 
Abſurditics, without deſerving to be thought 

= invidious, 
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invidious, and jealous of his Merit. . Having 


uſed therefore this Freedom with his Idea of the 
Nature of Man in Health, let it alſo be exa- 
mined what uſe he makes of the ſame Princi- 
ples, in giving ſuch an Account of Diſeaſes, as 
may ſupport a very ſingular Practice. 


N the beginning of this Part, the Doctor 
K recites ſeveral ways by which the bilious 
Salts may be changed from their natural State ; 
and in that Condition makes them the Cauſes 


ol various Diſeaſes, in the ſame irrational and 


immechanical manner, as he before uſed them 


in carrying on the natural Functions: For 


which reaſon the Reader ſhall not be trou- 
bled, unleſs with the moſt uncommon and ſur- 
prizing Strokes of Reaſoning on this Head. 


WE are told t, The Body is affected, and the 


Organs perform, juſt as the Inſtruments that work on 
them happen to be diſpoſed, and to act. Now this 
is ſtill carrying the Mind off from that Mecha- 
niſm, whereby the Body comes to be a Syſtem 
of Motion within it ſelf, to a foreign imagi- 
nary Agency, that conſiſts no where but in 
Hypotheſis. The Body is certainly affected 
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and deed by external Cauſes, and 40 in va 
rious Manners; but when a Perſon undertakes 
to talk about It as a Syſtem, or a Piece of Me- 
chaniſm, whereby its particular Conſtructure 
gives it ſuch certain Diſpoſitions, every thing 
foreign thereunto ought to be rejected. But 
the Agents the Doctor here introduces are 
Caſualties of this Syſtem, even the bilious 
Salts! I cannot think it a Departure from ſe- 

riouſly examining this Scheme, if I ſhould at- 
tempt a parallel Hypotheſis, to account for all 
the Motions in the greater World from the 
Smoke of a Chimney, or any ſuch like Halitis, 
Steam; or Vapour. There may be a thouſand In- 
ſtances, wherein this may be made as adequate 
a Cauſe to the Effect, as the Doctor's Bile is to 
what he aſcribes to its Agency. Where any 
one ſpeaks of Organs, and Mechaniſm, and Frame; 
one would expect ſomewhat really mechanical, 
and to ſee a Fitneſs and Neceſſity between 
Cauſes and Effects, from the natural Conſtruc- 
ture of the Inſtruments of Motion to one ano- 
ther; but here the Doctor makes the Inſtru- 
ments and Principles of Action, Parts that are 
capable only of being moved by other Cauſes, 
and ſuch Cauſes too as have been ſhewn im- 
poſſible to take place in a living Body, as they 
tend only to Fermentation and Corruption 


We have not here, in this whole Syſtem, one 
Hint 


A 
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Hint concerning the Shape, Conſtructure, and 
mechanick Force of any organical Part; but 
only a mention of Organ and Frame in the groſs, 
and a great deal about a foreign imaginary. 
Power to ſet the whole at work: ſo that here- 
by the Doctor has it in his liberty to > uſe cheſe | 
Infrumenes as he pleaſes, | 


PU RS UANT to this, he goes on to fay, 
The Salts are ſometimes Jo vitiated, and ſo exube- 
rant, as to get the Dominion over the Patient, put 
him out of his dum power, and 22 him intirely 
zo their Government and Inſulis Unhappy 
Man ! to be ſo organized, and ſo framed, to 
lie at the mercy of ſuch powerful, ſuch formjs 
dable Enemies! What avails it to have a few 
placid benign Intervals, and kindly grateful Sens 
ſations in all the Parts t, when the leaſt Error in 
living lays us open to ſuch Ravage, Depreda- 
tion, and Inſulis, from the ſame Cauſes? But it 


| would have been a great Satisfaction here, if 


by vitiated and exuberant, the Doctor had con- 
veyed ſome more diſtinct meaning; for they 
give only a confuſed Notion of ſomething not 
right, and are ſo imperfect as to any mechani- 
cal Property, as to leave us at a loſs what 
* of nl: max is, or how to 2 of the 
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Power als have over us hereby. We FROM 
been uſed to ſuch a way of ſpeaking. in theſe 
matters by other Phyſi cians of late, as continues 
the Mind in ſome meaſure of Certainty how 
ſuch Alterations are made ; whether i in an In- 
creaſe or Diminution of ſpecifick Gravity, ina 
greater or leſſer Degree of Coheſi ion, and the 
neceſſary Concomitants of ſuch Changes: but 
ſaying any Portion of Matter is vitiated and 
exuberant, Will noww- a- days paſs for nothing, be- 
cauſe no diſtin& Meaning is conveyed thereby. 
After this vague manner therefore the Doctor 
may give his Salts what Dominion he pleaſes, 
without its being worth any one's while to diſ- 
pute it with him; but to make ſuch Cauſes put 
a Man out of his own power, entir ely ſubjef him to 
their Government *, and vary the Paſſions from 
one Extreme to 8 is ſuch a Tranſgreſ- 
ſion upon common Senſe, as cannot eaſily be 
forgiven. | | 8 


A N D yet we are Getter told , * they 
oltrude Suppoſitions, Thoughts, and Suggeſtions, not 
ouly without the Concurrence, but directly contrary to. 
the Will of the Perſon. So that we have in Man 
not only a Frame, Organs, Mechaniſm, a Will, &c. 
but alſo a biliou Salt that can regulate or een 
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all; they can ſet the Organs at work right or 
wrong; they can give Perception to the Brain, or 


make a Man Mink direciiy contrary to bis Na. 


The Doctor would nat perhaps take it well to 
have his fine Hypotheſis made a Foundation for 
the Interpretation of Dreams, and a Mechanical 
Theory of Nonſenſe; but it ſeams fo: exactly cal- 
culated for ſuch ludicrous Purpoſes, that it is 
very Ainet to Oy y other uſe of 1 it. 


| W H AT 1s « juſt 1 1 That * as 
ehofs. Salts cauſe theſe: Diſorders, ſa the Remowal 97 
the Salts, particularly by Vomit, puts an entl to the 
Diſorders ; ſhall be conſider d when we come to 
the Doctor's Practice; for which this Hypothe- 
is ſeems to r n 


55 BUT now we Pn ſomething that has 


indeed a mechanical Aſpect: f The Somach, by 
the greater Colluftations of the bilioſe Salis. 
being: more inflated —— bears up the Diaphragm, 
ftraitens the Thorax,. and by that means confines and 
incommocles the Lung aud Heart——The Heart and 
Lungr, to ſecure themſelves. Freedom of Action, 
mnke. continual. efforts, puſb and thruſt out the 
Bren&, ſometimes with: ſuch à force, as to render it 
finally; more thun uſually: big and prominent; and 


together 
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together with the Preſſure of the Stomach, b y degrees 
pub out the Back, ſo, as to make it in time gibbous 
and hump d. This is the firſt Paſſage I have 
yet met with, where the Doctor's Expreſſions 
are reducible to any Standard; it will there- 
fore be of ſome moment cloſely to attend to 

his Reaſoning. Throwing out then all need- 
leſs Expletives, I take the Propoſition to ſtand 
thus: The Tuflation of the Stomach from the Con- 
flifts of bilioſe Salts, ſo much ſtraitens the Capacity 
of the Thorax by preſſing up the Diaphragm, that 
the Lungs and Heart, for want of ſufficient. room, 
puſh out the Breaſt prominent, and the Back gibbous. 
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HERE the Deformity of the Breaſt is the 
Effect, and the Inflation of the Stomach the 
Cauſe, and the ſole Cauſe; for the Diaphragm 
and Heart and Lungs are only intermediate 
Powers, that give no more in this caſe than 
they receive ; and the ſame quantity of Mo- 
tion and Impulſe which uſed to be exerted one 
way, is only more diverted” another, without 
the ſuppoſition of any Increaſe : ſo that all 
the Force the Heart and Lungs exert againſt 
the Breaſt and Back, is in proportion. only to 
the Elevation of the Diaphragm into the Ca- 
vity of the Thorax, and that Elevation is de- 
termined only by the Inflation of the Stomach ; 
that is, what is more than natural in all theſe 

She Powers. 
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Powers. To make a right Computation there- 
fore of this matter; it muſt be conſider'd whe- 
ther a preternatural Inflation of the Stomach 
from the Cauſe aſſign'd, is ſufficient to thruſt 
out the Breaſt and Back into theſe Deformities, 
for that is the ſole Agent; the Increaſe of Preſ- 
ſure againſt thoſe Parts being altogether from 
an Increaſe of Power in that, becauſe all the 
intermediate Powers are in a natural State, 
and communicate no more, as was before ſaid, 
than they receive. | 


AS the Matter 8 * FP moſt 
People who are acquainted with Mechaniſm 
and Reaſoning in ſuch Caſes, would have com- 
puted the Quantity of Power requiſite to thruſt 
out the Back and Breaſt after this manner, and 
whether the Cauſe aſſigned could anſwer thFre- 
unto, before barely aſſerting it to do ſo. Bur 
becauſe the Doctor has not thought meet to do 
this, they who would have ſatisfaction herein 
will conſider all the Obſtacles to ſuch an 
Effect; as the joint Force of all the Muſcles 
concern'd therein, beſides the natural Strength 
of the Parts themſelves, from their natural 
| Conformation ; and then compare it with the 
Power aſſigned to conquer them. The Doctor 
may indeed ſay, that this is done only at a 

tender Age, when all the Muſcles and parts 
E ä are 
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are pliable and ductile; but then it muſt be 


remember id too, his Agents are then in 7 
portion weak and feeble, 5 | 


BUT Geri is 80 * of bearing upon the 
Doctor for his Neglect of due Proof in this 


Affair, becauſe I conceive many Impoſſibilities 


ſtand againſt him therein; and particularly from 
ſo conſtant and violent an Inflation of the Sto- 
mach, as muſt be here ſuppoſed. Such Infla- 


tion would intirely deſtroy all that part of Di- 


geſtion which is aſſiſted by Attrition, for the 
Coats of the Stomach could never come toge- 
ther in ſuch a ſtate; the common Accounts for 
Hunger and Thirſt alſo are hereby utterly de- 
ſtroy'd : And for theſe Effects we are drove to 


the Influences of Principles that have no Agen- 


cy but in ſtagnant Veſſels, and the Furnaces 
of Chymiſts. It is alſo inconſiſtent with the 
Contents, or Chyle, ſuch as it muſt be in this 


Caſe, going over the Pylorus into the Guts; 


for the whole Body of the Stomach lying lower 
than that Paſſage, ſuch a Tenſion would let 


whatever is in it remain until it is full of. 


Chyle, ſince the Flatus would be on the upper 


part by its natural Lightneſs. Bur theſe are 
Abſurdities that are even irkſome to ſpeak 


F.. 


UNLESS 
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almoſt continual, which is very difficult to 


conceive, coblifient wich Life, they od ee 
anſwer this Effect: For upon a Preſſure ſufficient 
to thruſt theſe Parts out for a little while, as 
ſoon as it recedes, their natural Elaſtieity and 
Tenſion would bring them again into place. 
But the leaſt Conſideraxion will ſhew the Im- 


poſſibility of this Opinion, to the meaneſt 


Capacities. The Stomach is in the lower Bel- 
ly, where almoſt all the encompaſſing Parts are 
ſupple and yielding: can any then imagine an 
Inflation herein would not rather diſtend Them, 
even into prodigious Dimenſions, than have its 
Effect upon a Part ſo diſtant and unpliable as 
the Back? The palpable Ridiculouſneſs of this 
Conceit, makes it hardly excuſable to be at 
the trouble to expoſe it. If it would have been 
any ſervice to the Doctor's Hypotheſis, to 


have overfilled the Bladder, by Obſtruction 


of Urine, or blown up any other part of the 


lower Belly capable of Diſtenſion, the ſame 


Effect might with "_ PTY have: been akcrt- 
bed to It. 0 Ties | 


THIS ae now has taken a new Ds ; 
and as a Diſtenſion of the Stomach before did 
a great many fine things, fo now it does a 

| "Wa © great 
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great deal of miſchief, and by the Caf imme» 
_ diate Means of preſſing upon the Aorta. By 


an Over- quantity of Blood thrown upwards, 


all Diſorders of the Head, Breaſt, and lower 
Belly are accounted for; and it is particularly 
ſaid, that he Commotions and Diſorders of tbe 


bilioſe Salts in the Stomach, hinder the regular Clo- 


fare of the Pylorus, in order to Sleep. Whence a- 
gain we are preſented with ſome very yncom-- 
mon Hints about Dreams, the Night-mare, 
&c And becauſe Sleep is neceſſary to Nou- 
riſhment, hence alſo Conſumptions and Lean- 
neſs are deduced. Here again the Doctor 
calls in ſome other Cauſes to diſorder the Bile, 
ſuch as Paſſion, great Exerciſe, improper Diet, un- 
fit Medicines, &c. and then in a very ſingular 
way goes on to ſpeak of it, without any regard 
to its phyſical Properties, and Neceſſity of 


Action, by the Laws of. Nature; but as a free 
voluntary Agent which travels at diſcretion all 
over the. Pody, and produces all manner of 


Diſcaſes, from Apoplexies and Convulſions 
down to Chilblains and Kibes. Whence, re- 
flecting with great Satisfaction, he comes to 
his favourite Point, of the Cauſes of al Diſeaſes 
being from the ſame Fountain, of which there has 
been occaſion to take notice _— J and 
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Happineſs of Man, confifts in a due Care of the 


hut only an arbitrary Aſſertion of things, and 
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thence concludes, * The great Wiſdom, and the 


Stomach and Digeſtion ; and in rightly” ordering and 
adjuſting the Principles there. Hereupon is found- 


ed the whole Practice of Vomits, c. which 


ſhall be conſider'd, after a ſhort Examination 
of a Peculiarity the Doctor ſtarts, about the 


Cloſe of his Account of Diſcaſes. | 


THE Dotor ſays, f The Term ” Life ic ſet, 
adjuſted, and meaſured out, by the Number of the 


Lacteal Veſſels; and thence ' reciting various 


Cauſes, which ſooner or later ſtop theſe up, ſo 
that a Sufficiency of Nouriſhment cannot get 

through then, he makes them the Inſtruments 
of Death. To this let it be added, what the 


Doctor concludes with: This is certain, that ſo 
Jong as the Mechaniſm of the Body holds, even the 


Exorbitances, Errors, and Diſorders there, during 


Diſeaſes, mut be reducible to Laws and Rules, by 


thoſe who are duly apprized of that Mechaniſm. 


The Doctor is certainly in the right here; 


and it appears more ſo to me, than he thinks 
for, becauſe hitherto there has been no manner 
of regard had to ſuch Laus and Rules, in his 
whole Syſtem, both of Health and Diſeaſes, 
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frequently in oppoſition to the known Laus and 
Rules of Mechaniſm, as has been obſerved. in 
many places already. It is aſtoniſhing, that 
after a Gentleman has been rambling through 
fairy Paths, and a bewildred Hypotheſis, not 
only without, but often in contradiction to, 
the proper Means of Conviction; he ſhould 
adjuſt his Countenance, and gravely talk of 
Laws and Rules, and Mechaniſm. Dr. Woodward 
has given the Agency of every thing in Health 
and Diſeaſe to the Bile, but he has not ſaid 
one word concerning its phyſical Properties, 
or mechanical Affections; nothing about its 
Figure, Gravity, or Aptitude to Motion from 
fuch Conditions : he has made 1ts natural Re- 
fidence in the Stomach, where it never comes 
but by Convulſion and preternatural Means; 
and he has made it do a thouſand things con- 
trary to the known Laws of Motion, and all 
phyſical Agency. His Laus, and Rules, and 
Mechaniſm, are therefore only Sounds; and his 
Frames, his Orguns, his Sandards of Nature, 
and his Tefts, ſo frequently ſpoke of, are mere 
fingen and Chimera. 


THIS Weber the Lacteals is as good 
2 Specimen alſo of the Doctor's Mechani ſm. 
Herein not only the Length of Life, but the 
Well-being of it alſo, is put upon the acciden- 

| tal 
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tal Stops that may be made to theſe fine Paſ- 
ſages ; ; without any manner of regard to the 
various Cauſes that otherwiſe will ſhorten 
Life, and bring on Diſtempers. It is certain 
that the Lacteals are neceſſary Conveyances for 
the Nouriſhment to paſs into the Blood, inſo- 
much that without them the Conſtitution muſt 
be at an end; but there are many other Parts 
likewiſe ſo neceſſary to the OEconomy, that 
no Perſon can ſubſiſt without them, and upon 
which it would be very abſurd to lay the ſame 
ſtreſs folely. A Man can no more live without 
his Lungs, his Heart, his Liver, or any other 
principal Organ, than he can much after the 
ſtoppage of all his Lacteals: but it would not- 
withſtanding be reckon'd a very novel way of 
ſpeaking, to ſay, that in proportion to the 
Time in which theſe 77 ſcera do their reſpective 
Offices, the Term of Life is ſet, adjuſted, aud 
meaſured out ; becauſe every one knows, that 
when any Part is deſtroy'd, without which the 
Whole cannot ſubſiſt, the Whole muſt alſo be 
deſtroy d. So that Dr. Woodward's Difcovery 
of a Stoppage in all the Lacteals bringing 
Death, is no better than many others before it, 

That when the Heart ceaſes to beat, or the 


Langs to reſpire, a Man mult die. 


BUT 


60 An Examination of 


BUT it ſeems the Decay of Age is prettily 
accounted for by this Contrivance, becauſe as 
the Lacteals ſtop up, by Gluts fluiced in upon 
them, (a Term the Doctor uſes) the Body 
waſtes, and Strength decays. Yet I am very 
ſuſpicious this Retuge was for want of a true 
Knowledge in this Affair; and therefore as 
it lay upon the Doctor to account for it, he 
muſt do it by means within his compaſs. 
Would any one thus conclude an Hypotheſis 
with the mention of Laws, and Rules, and Me- 
chaniſm, that had given ſuch a notorious In- 
ſtance as this is, of an abſolute Ignorance in 
thoſe very things? For a very tolerable No- 
tion of the Mechaniſm of an human Body 
would have accounted for the Decays of Age, 
and Death, from the wearing out and deſtruc- 
tion of thoſe Parts, that are truly to be con- 
ſider d as Parts of a Machine. The Elaſtici- 
ty of the Fibres, the neceſſary Requiſites to 
maintain it, and the Hindrances thereunto, 
would preſently occur to any one who conſiders 
this matter mechanically ; and this, with all 
the Conditions of Circulation ariſing there- 
from, would furniſh out a delightful and ra- 
tional Solution of this Difficulty. But theſe 
Affairs muſt be abfolutely out of Dr. }/ood- 
ward's acquaintance, becauſe he has not made 


uſe 
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uſe of one word concerning them, in what na- 
turally call'd for their Conſideration, but has 
recourſe to'a Figment that has directly nothing 
to do in it. For altho a Stoppage of the Lac- 
teals muſt cauſe Decay and Death, yet there 
cannot be ſuppoſed an Inſtance in ten thouſand, 

wherein Decay or Death is ſolely from this 
Cauſe. The Doctor's grand Propoſition then, 
That the Term of Life is ſet, adjuſted, and mea- 
ſured out by the Number of the Lacteal Veſſels, is 
not only precarious and falſe; bur is alſo a 
further and an additional Confirmation of what 
has been often already remarked, that he is 
intirely ignorant of the Mechaniſm of a human 
Body, and the neceſſary Requiſites to form a 
true Judgment of it in Health or Sickneſs. 


R. Woodward having thus carry'd his Hy- 
potheſis through a healthful and a diſ- 
eaſed State, proceeds to conſider of Reme- 
dies: And this Part he begins upon a Suppo- 
ſition that * the Principles, or original Corpuſcles, 
that conſtitute Bodies, never change, but continue 
through all Ages the ſame ; neither has there been 
any one fingle Particle broke, nor its Figure, its 
Magnitude, its 3 7ts TION: or its Conſti- 
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corn in any 4 altered from. its 8 Prodats 
This Hypotheſis, it ſeems, the Doctor had 
3 uſe of on other occaſions; but here 
it is drawn out againſt alterant Medicives,, the 
Practice, of which he puts upon the fame foot 
as the common Cheats of Alchymiſts, in their 
pretended Tranſmutations of Metals; ſaying, 
* Very much, Gold bath been drawn forth this way. 
Where by the way it may be obſerved, with 
what Deceney the reſt of the Faculty are 
treated by this Gentleman, who ſeems himſelf 
to be much * at foul * and unfair 1 
cus Yb F- _ 12300 


WHAT Notion. a; Dadar ay highs 
rants, I am not very certain; but his Prejudice 
againſt them is in favour of the — Bile, 
which is to be otherwiſe treated in his Prac- 


- tice. It is difficult to carry one's Thoughts to 


the Minima Nataralia, and into thoſe Diviſions 
of Matter, which lie far beyond the. reach of 
Senſe; and it is with good reaſon to be queſ- 
tion d, whether they are purely concern d in 
any Compoſitions or Syſtems of Matter. For as 
to thoſe Molecule or Corpuſcles which grow big 
enough for our Senſes to take notice of, and 


which make up the various Appearances. « of the 
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nquiry; we can, and have, very 
clear Notions of their being frequently altered: 
Medicines therefore that have thoſe Effects, are 
properly deem'd. Alterants; and when ſuch: Chan- 
9 are for good, e Application is landab. 


'T H E Dogor cannot well be a 1 to 
the Changes which are made in the ſeemingly 
canſtituent Particles of many Bodies; by the 
Action of other. Bodies upon them: all acid 
Liquors, will loſe. that Texture and, Configu- 
ration of Parts upon the mixture of an Alkali, 


that ſhall deſtroy their Acidity ; an Addition | 


of running Mercury to corroſiye. Sublimate, and 


raiſing them, together, deſtroys that Figure 


and Diſpoſition; of Parts, which made the lat- 
ter a Poiſon : And many Alterations analogous 
to theſe may by Medicine be brought about in 
a human Body. Are not then the Inſtruments 

by which this is done, very: juſtly call'd Alte- 
rants. And where, the Change is from bad 
to good, are they not to be eſteemed and va- 
lued 2 Yet without going © far as the Change 
of Figure in the urinal conſtituent Particles, 
which is an Inquirꝝ both uſeleſs and uncertain; 
there are many Changes made in the animal 
Fluids, by Medicine, of which We. have great 
certainty : and in the proper Acceptation of 


the Term, all that do this come under the 
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Claſs of Alerants. The Conſiſtence of the 
Blood & changeable by theſe Inſtruments, from 
thinner to' thicker, from ſharp to ſmooth and 
ſoft, from a greater to a leſſer degree of 
Warmth, and vice verſa, in all theſe Inſtances, 
by Medicines whoſe Tendency to thoſe Ends 
we can be near certain of. A thin, ſharp, 
hot, ſwift Blood, as in a Hefick, may be 
made thicker, ſmoother, cooler, and more ſlow 
in its Motion; and a ſizy, thick, flow Blood, 
as in a Chlorofis, may be made more thin, 
more fluid, and more quick in Motion; and 
by Medicines, which certainly for theſe very 
Reaſons are to be deem'd Alterants, and very 
powerful and uſeful ones too, when in ſuch 
hands as underſtand their Applications ERIE 
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IF there be any thing of Truth in this, 
which every one is capable of judging of, 
what muſt then be thought of the Doctor's 
Aſſertion, f Of any really good and laſting Effects 
of thoſe paſſing under the pompous Title of ALT E= 
RANT MEDICINES, all Nature is lem? 
Andeven in that ſenſe of changing only the 
ſenſible Properties of the animal Fluids, does 
Dr. Woodward include Alterants, becauſe he 
inſtances end in Steel : But here 1s 
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a great End to be obtained by arguing from 
original unalterable Particles, that the Bile is 
therefore unalterable by Medicines in the Bo- 


dy; and conſequently againſt the Uſe of Alte 


rants, becauſe the Doctor's Practice is for the 
Good of his Country reduced only to Vomits, 
and Oils,” or Lenitives. The whole Tenour 
therefore of what he further ſays under this 
Head of Remedies, amounts to no more than 


fetching up theſe Salts, and guarding againſt 
their Depredations. s 


E Tus now examine a little whether the 
4 Do&or's Practice is any more agreeable 
to the real Conſtitution of a human Body, and 


more conſonant to the common Notions and 


Reaſons of 'thing?, than his Hypotheſis of 
Health and Diſeaſes. 


1 O this purpoſe it may be proper in the 


firſt place to obſerve, that Vomiting is an un- 
natural Action of the Stomach, and happens 
not but from a ſtrong Convulſion of its Fibres 
and Coats. Which Conſideration alone would 


weigh with a great many againſt putting it 
into thoſe Motions, except on very extraordi- 


nary Occaſions: It is in the Nature and 
Make of the Animal Fibres, the more they 
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are ſtrain d, the more they are weaken'd ; and 
that as their natural Tenſions and Vibrations 
preſerve their Vigour and Strength, ſo every 


Motion that is beyond thoſe muſt weaken and 
deſtroy them. 


' PROVOKING therefore the Stomach 
by Vomiting, is indeed to be regarded in a 
Caſe where a leſſer Evil is eligible, only to a- 
void a greater. And the common Experience 
of Mankind will evidence againſt this Practice, 
becauſe it is ſo manifeſtly dangerous to uſe 
the Stomach to thoſe unnatural Inverſions, that 
hardly any who have brought it upon themſelves 
by repeated Debauches, ever meet with a Cure, 
without great Care and Judgment. 


BUT the immediate End herein propoſed. 
by Dr. Woodward, cannot be anſwer'd, He 
ſuppoſes a Redundance of a vitiated Bile in 
the Stomach, and that fetching it up, muſt be 
the ſhorteſt and ſafeſt Cure: but from what has 
been already obſerved hereupon, it will appear, 
that the more a Perſon vomits, the more Bile 
he will have in his Stomach : nay, it is de- 
monſtrable, that no Bile at all ever is in the 
Stomach, but when brought thither by this 
- unnatural means. It is obvious to every one 
who goes through this Operation, that the 
firſt 
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firſt Reachings bring up no Bile, and that which 


does come up, is only when the Convulſion is ve- 
ry ſtrong, and the Stomach grievouſly ſick. 
But the Doctor accounts for it thus, that the Bile 
lies at the bottom of the Stomach, and re- 
quires brisk Agitation and Rouzing, before it 


can be fetch d away: tho this has been prov'd 


abſolutely inconſiſtent with the natural Make 
of the Stomach, and is owing to the Doctor's 
intire Unacquaintance therewith. He there- 
fore lies under no leſs an Abſurdity in this 
Caſe, than pumping up into the Stomach what 
would otherwiſe never come there, by means 
contriv'd on purpoſe to clear the Stomach of 
it: The Doctor vomits to fetch Bile out of the 
Stomach, whereas without his Vomit there 
would be no Bile there; ſo that he directly 
cauſes what he pretends to cure. This is 


within the compaſs of every Capacity to be a 
Judge of. 


THE RE are indeed many Inſtances 
wherein Bile comes- up, without the Admi- 


niſtration of a Medicine to provoke Vomiting ; 


but this is always in great Diſorders from In- 
temperance, or ſome other Cauſes, which oc- 


caſion frequent Reachings, ſtrong enough to 


fetch up the Bile from its natural Drain. And 
uy very Caſe makes greatly againſt the Doc- 
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tor's Practice, becauſe. the frequent Repetitions 
of Vomiting. render it almoſt impoſſible but 
that Bile enough ſhould be thereby pump'd up 
into the Stomach, as to be. the occaſion of 
almoſt continual Diſorders there. The Notion 
therefore of coaxing up a bilious Juice from 
the Stomach with Vomits, Poſſet- Drinks, and 
Feathers, muſt either be. from an uncommon 
Ignorance, or from 2. worſe. Cauſe. For from 
the obyious Nature of things it is demonſtra- 


ble, that whoſoever takes this way of be- 


ing well, will be. continually. ſick; becauſe it 
makes the Stomach to receive a great deal, of 


Naſtineſs, that otherwiſe would never come 


there. The Operation of one Vomit lays a 
ſure Foundation for the want of another; un- 
leſs the Strength of a Conſtitution can digeſt off 


the Bile ſo unnaturally brought into the Sto- 


mach with the common Aliments, which i in 
deed often happens 


IT cannot be deny'd - ** that there are 
many Caſes wherein Vomits are given with 


good reaſon; but to fetch out of the Stomach 


what naturally never comes there, is at no 
time a reaſon for this Practice, except with 


Dr. Woodward. And were. it not for being 


carried into too gr eat 2 length, it might be 


here ſhew'd that Vomits are rarely given only 


with 
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with reſpect to what they are to fetch out of 
the Stomach, by thoſe who reaſon right y 
about them. Where the Juices are 5 and 
the Glands all over the Body too much loaded, 
a Vomit does great Service, as a | powerful 
che Parts, 0 as to dinodge their Contents, 
which otherwiſe could not be e come at. And 
very good Judges in theſe matters have been 
of the opinion, that an Emetick Medicine ſel- 
dom excites above the firſt Reaching; the foul 
| Juices which are thereby brought up into the 
Stomach, occaſioning the future Irritations. 
But by Dr. Woodward all the important Ends 
of this Operation are quite overlooked, and 
only a trifling Figment aſſigned for 1 it, that is 


both impracticable and unnatural. 
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THE other Branches of this new Practice 
are Oils and Lenitives, under a notion of 
guarding the parts from the Depredations of 
theſe Salts, and gently ſolliciting their Diſ⸗ 
charge. 


IT will be allow'd the Doctor, that there 
are many Caſes, wherein the Cauſe is a ſharp 
Acrimony of the Humours, and that ſuch a 
Method of Softeners is then convenient and 
nſeful : but this is very different from its being 

| F 3 always 


a 
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always fo. and that therefore the ſame "IM 
are always neceſſary. This Syſtem is too nar- 
row and contracted by a great deal, to take 
in all that concerns the Cauſes and the Cures 
of Diſtempers. And this Practice in particular 
cannot reach with any efficacy beyond the firſt 
Paſſages ; but there was a neceſſity for it, ac- 
cording to the Doctor's Hypotheſis: and be- 
cauſe he knows of but one Cauſe, and one ori- 
ginal Seat of Diſtempers, there muſt be alſo 
but one Intention of Cure. 


BUT Narrowneſs and Inſufficiency is not 
all that lies againſt this Practice, For in abun- 
dance of Inſtances it muſt prove injurious and 
deſtruct ive. But this Error again the Doctor 
has fallen into, through a want of true Know- 
ledge in the human Mechaniſm. Oily and 
unctuous Medicines do certainly take place to 
advantage, where the Humours are thin and 
arp, and the Fibres tenſe and rigid, that is, 
whenever ſweetning and relaxing are neceſſa- 
ry : but where the Humours are heavy and 
ſluggiſh, and the Fibres overloaded and in- 
active, theſe Means will be miſchievous and 
fatal, becauſe Qils and' Lenitives will add to 
the Heavineſs of the Humours, and increaſe a 
Relaxation in the Fibres : ſo that inſtead of 
coaxing away in a placid manner the morbid 
Matter, 
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Matter, it will become more ſtagnant and 
obſtructed, inſomuch as ſometimes to bring 
on Putrefaction and Mortification. 


THIS is evidenced by the common Expe- 


rience in Surgery, and has been a great Rea- 


ſon of altering their Practice in many Caſes 


from unctuous and cooling, to warm and ſpiri- 


tuous Dreſſings. The former are found to make 
a Stagnation of Humours upon a Part, both by 
thickening the Matter, and deadning the 
Spring and Tone of the Fibres; whereas the 
other diſcuſs the obſtructed Matter, and keep 
on that natural Tonick Motion, which facili- 
tates and promotes its intire Diſlodgement. 


THIS practice therefore cannot but in 
moſt Caſes clog the Wheels and Springs of the 
Machine, flacken their Motion, and injure 


the Conſtitution, inſtead of helping them: 


for the Animal O Economy is to be kept up by 


much finer Helps than groſs Oils; and the 


due Tone and Vibration of the Solids, where- 


in conſiſts the main Agency in the whole 


Frame, requires the moſt exalted and ſubtile 
Inſtruments to preſerve them. But all that is 


truly mechanical and rational in theſe matters, 


lies intirely out of the Doctor's reach, becauſe 


he has not dropt one Hint, nor even one con- 
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ſiſtent Sentence, comporting with the Rules 
and Laws of Nature, either in his Idea of 


Man, his Account of Diſeaſes, or his Diſcourſe 


of Remedies. What Methods therefore the 
Doctor may think fit, upon ſuch a defective and 
unjuſt Foundation, to purſue in Cure, they 
can never anſwer, and conſequently cannot be 
worth any one's pains to examine. But be- 
cauſe Dr. Woodward has been at uncommon 


pains to ſpread about his late Book, I thought 


thus much might be convenient, to appriſe the 
Unwary of the principal Miſtakes therein. 


EFORE I take leave of this extraordi- | 


nary Performance, it may be neceſſary to 
ſay ſomewhat of the long Diſcourſe Dr. Mod- 
ward has founded upon this Hypotheſi is, about 
the Small-Pox. 


IT is known to the Learned, that Dr. Feind 
publiſhed ſome time ſince certain Commenta- 
ries upon Hippocrates, de Morbis Popularibus. In 
one of thoſe Commentaries that Gentleman 
mentions particular Caſes in the Small-Pox, 
wherein Evacuation is indicated, by Phlebo- 
tomy or Stool. But his Caution and Tender- 
neſs in ſo nice a Point induced him to confirm 
this Practice by the Authority of the moſt 

Emi- 
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Eminent now in the Profeſſion, who have 


given their Judgment in Letters which are pub- 
liſhed in this 9 


HEREUPON Dr. Woodward draws up 
a Charge againſt thoſe Gentlemen collectively, 


for introducing a new Practice, which he diſ- 


guiſes under the name of Purging in the Small- 
Pox. 


T H E Phyſicians here aimed at, have adviſed 
this Evacuation only in fome particular Circum- 


ſtances of this Diſtemper; that js, chiefly in ſuch 
Caſesof the confluent kind , where the whole Load 
of Humours cannot be thrown off by the Surface 
and Glands about the Mouth, but ſtopping when 


the Puſtules grow hard, returns back into. the 
Blood, and raiſes a ſecondary Fever, which 


proves often fatal : and their Reafons for thus 
doing they have communicated to one another 
in the Latin Language, as a Point in Practice 
of great importance, But Dr. Woodward in 
Engliſh has harangued the Populace, and endea- 
voured to frighten People with a Belief that 


their general Practice in this Diſtemper is by 


Purging: And from Inſtances of its Improprie- 
ty in ſome Caſes, takes occaſion to be very 
compaſſionate for his Country, to weep over 


the weekly Bills, and inveigh as bitterly a» 


gainſt 
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gainſt Purges, as a craſ y Enthuſiaſt would 
againſt the Scarlet hore ; by this means proſti- 
tuting the Honour of the Profeſſion, and mark- 
ing out thoſe of greateſt Eminence therein to 
publick Reſentment. 


HE traduces theſe Gentlemen alſo TU a 
deluſory Name ; for Purging in the common 
Acceptation in Exgliſb has a very different Idea 
from thoſe Terms of the Learned whence it is 
tranſlated. Solliciting the Difcharge of an 
Overload of bad Humours by Stool, which 
the Conſtitution is not of itſelf able to ſtruggle 
with, is amongſt them expreſs'd in Terms 
which may bear the Engliſh word Purging in a 
reſtrain d Senſe ; but in the moſt enlarged Ac- 
ceptation of it, and as Dr. Mooduard uſes it, 
it is not true of their Writing or Practice. I 
know not what Hopes of Succeſs the Doctor 
has from ſuch Arts as theſe, only to recom- 
mend himſelf : but in order thereunto to fal- 
ſify and traduce the Opinions and Practices of 
others, will never do him much Service with 
the more intelligent and equitable Part of the 
World. | 


BUT the Doctor here ſtands chargeable 
not only with a Miſrepreſentation of others, 


but i is himſelf guilty of a 1 Error in Judg- 
ment: 
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ment : For after he has liberally inveighed 
againſt Purging at all, he finds fault with the 
moſt gentle Catharticks ; becauſe, he ſays, 


they only ſtir up and rouze the bilious Principle, 
and wake 4 ſleeping Lion; whereas if any at all 


be given, they ought to be ſtrong enough to 
carry all before them, and drive the Humours 
quite out of the Body. But it is very ſtrange, 
that of a Method which is altogether wrong, 
the moſt ſevere ſhould be moſt ſafe; and one 
would think that the ſame Reaſons that hold 
good againſt Purging at all, muſt certainly con- 
clude moſt againſt thoſe which are ſtrongeſt : 
and yet the Support of a favourite Hypotheſis, 
and the Pleaſure of finding fault with others, 
are Motives that often lead us into ſuch Difſi- 
culties and Reaſonings as theſe. 


YET after all, ſo far as. theſe Phyſicians 
adviſe Purging in the Small-pox, it is alſo 
practiſed by common Conſent in many other 
Caſes of Fevers : that is, wherever Nature 
makes an imperfect Criſis, and the Efforts of 
the Conſtitution are not able to bring the pec- 
cant Matter to a head, or throw it off the 
principal Parts; and wherever ſuch Matter 
threatens miſchief to ſome noble Part. Theſe 
happen frequently in inflammatory Fevers ; and 
Evacuation, often by Stool, is promoted, both 

| o 
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to eaſe the Conſtitution of the Overload, and 
draw off the Humours, that would be otherwiſe 
troubleſome. And this Aſſiſtance in ſome par- 
ticular Caſes of the Small- Pox, ſeems ſo conſo- 
nant to Nature and Reaſon, that an Omiſſion 
of it can ariſe only from an Unacquaintance 


with the true Procedure of the Diſtemper. 


Dr. Woodward's confounding, therefore, Caſes 
where it is not called for, but forbid, with 
thoſe wherein it is plainly indicated, is the 
Fault of His Underſtanding, and not of This 
Practice; and it is great pity the Doctor ſhould 
not know, that ſtrong Purging will raiſe a Fe- 
ver, and a gentle Evacuation this way abate it. 
The many Inſtances in this Diſtemper, which 
he likewiſe runs over in a ſuperficial manner, 
only to throw out Invectives on every occaſion, 
may be paſſed by as not worth notice. 


BUT it is difficult to overlook ſome other 
Inſtances of Dr. F/dward's Diſingenuity upon 
a more particular Nature. He takes notice of 
an Author's talking of the Fluid of the Nerves 


being immediately altered by the nervous Juice; 


of a Hurry and Confufion of the Spirits; of a Se- 
cretion of Spirits, &c. for the ſake only of Miſ- 
repreſentation, and the Opportunity of a tri- 
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fling. Jeſt; ſaying, That Author. had advanced 
nothing mechanical, tho he was pleaſed to ſtile 


his Writings ſo, and that he might as properly 
have called themMyficalf. Now it is well known 
to all, that the Author thus piqued at uſes the 
Terms nervous Fluid, and animal Spirits, in the 
ſame Senſe; and that their Motion, Hurry, Confu- 


fon, &c : in his Senſe, is nothing but an Irregu- 


larity of Action in the Fibres, that every one 
of Underſtanding can reconcile with Mecha- 


 ziſm, in the ſtricteſt Senſe of the word: And 


that Author, in every Expreſſion, keeps the 
Attention cloſe to ſome mechanical Property of 
the Agent he is ſpeaking of, and to which 
every Effect is aſſigned. The Motions of the 
Nerves, and the Fluid they contain, are talked 


ef conſiſtently with thoſe. Laus, by which ſuch 


minute Agents are capable of being deter- 
mined; and yet Dr. Woodward will put upon 
him the way of ſpeaking common to Hills, 
ſaying, * he marſhals, commands, and detaches 
them (the Spirits) forth upon every Alarm, and 
talks afterwards of Troops and military Diſci- 
pline, and this too to make it borrowed from 
Willis : whereas it is manifeſt to a Demonſtra- 


tion, this Author had as different a Notion of 
what he ſometimes calls animal Spirits, from 
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Wills, as it is poſſible for any two chings to 
differ. He underſtands by them a Fluid, whoſe 
Motions are under the common Laws of Me- 
chaniſm, and Willis diſcovers no certain No- 
tion of them at all, but as a Gas, or Exploſion, 
or Halit, of which he ſpeaks i in no mechani- 
cal way, but juſt in the ſame precarious delu- 


Tory manner as Dr. Woodward does of his Bile. 
When the Doctor alſo, upon this Occaſion, 


charges this Author with not having given onè 
Argument, that there are really animal Spirits, ur 
a nervous Fluid t, he proves that he does not, or 
cannot, or will not underſtand him ; for that 
Author means nothing by animal Spirits, and a 
nervous Fluid, but what is as manifeſtly in them 
as the Blood is in the Arteries and Veins. But 
for further Arguments for their Exiſtence and 
Secretion, Dr. Woodward may turn to Bellini ; 
where he will be taught to talk about theſe 
Matters in a much more diſtin& and intelligi- 
ble way, than what he has hitherto accuſtom d 
himſelf . 


A NOTHER remarkable Diſingenuity of 
Dr. Woodward's, is towards the ſame Author; 


who, in his Eſſay on Poi ſons, places that of the 


Vipers in certain Salts, that ſhoot out into chry- 


—_—r 
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ſtalline Spicula, or Darts, which wound the 
Membranes, and deſtroy the Blood's natu- 
ral Texture; and yet ſays the Axungia is 2 


Cure, by ſheathing thoſe Spicula; and that the 


Fleſh is ſo, by ſupplying the Blood with ſuch 
volatile Parts, as aſſiſt its Circulation and Flu- 
idity : For the Doctor greatly flouriſhes upon 
this as a Contradiction, ſaying, A Phyficiax in 
a DISCOURSE ON POISONS, con- 
tends that the Fleſh aud Fat of a Viper is rendered 
Salutiferous, and an Antidote, by the VERT 
SAME MEANS that he alſo there contends 
the Sanies of that Creature is rendered noxious and 
venomous . Now Dr.Woodward is here grie- 
vouſly out in what it highly concerns him to 
underſtand, or he wilfully puts a Deception up- 


on his Reader by a Miſrepreſentation; and 


this Deception lies in the Expreſſion, the very 
ſame Means, becauſe thereby is hinted to be, 


both in the Poiſon, and the Cure, a Likeneſs _ 


of Figure in the Agent. But if the Doctor 
had but a ſlight Notion of Mechaniſm, he 
would have known that the Diverſity of Bulk, 
and of the Quantity of Motion and Imperu, 
thence ariſing, would make a prodigious Alte- 
ration in both theſe Caſes. Even common 
Experience informs us, how the ſame Diverſity, 
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in many acid Liquors, whoſe conſtituent Parts 
pct * Figures, makes as great an Altera- 
tion in theiriE flees upon the Body, A ſtrong 


rine Poiſon, or Spicula; in wounding the Mem- 


branes, and deſtroying the natural Coheſions of 
the Juices; and yet it is well knowẽ n the ſame 
Acid may be ſo far weakened, as to give but a- 
greeable Irritations, and to prove a good Me- 
dicine. And thus may all Subſtantes; of the 


ſame Figure and Arrangement of Parts, by their 


different Bulks and Quantities . be 
brought down from the moſt miſchievous to the 


moſt innocent. And this Diverſity is plainly 


ſuppoſed in the foregoing: Doctrine, between 
the venomous Spicula in the Sanies of the Vipers 
and the volatile Salts in the Fleſh. 


THERE is this further Difference like- 


wiſe in theſe two Circumſtances, that are pre- 


tended to contradict one another; that the Sa- 
nies is ſuppoſed to be immediately tranſmitted 
into the Blood, thro a Wound, with theſe Salts 
in their full Force; but the Fleſh is taken in 


by the common way of the Food, and muſt 


thereby have its Salts more broke by the Ac- 
tions of the Parts upon them, and entangled 
with more viſcid Parts; both which render 
them much leſs active and efficacious when in 

the 


Dr. Woodward's State of Phyſick. 8 i 
the Blood: ſo that the Powers, in both theſe 
Caſes, areas confiderably different, as between 
the moſt ſharpened Acid, and the weakeſt ones 
There are alſo many other Subſtances, well 
known to be very miſchievous, if immediately 
transfuſed into the Blood, that do no manner 
of miſchief, but are of ſervice, when taken 
in as Food; becauſe the Actions of Maſtica- 
tion and Digeſtion deſtroy or weaken thoſe 
Powers, in Parts where their Exertions are im- 
perceptible, fo that they become only capable, 


in a much weaker degree, to exert themſelves, 


by that time they arrive where they would be 
otherwiſe hurtful. In ſhort, a very bad and a 


very good Effect may be brought about by A- 


| gents of the ſame mechanical Properties, only 


by a Diverſification of their Momenta, or Pow= . 


ers of Action, from their different Bulks and 
Quantities of Motion ; and the learned Gen- 
tleman here ſo remarkably piqued at, has, in 
another place of the ſame Eſſay, ſhewn us how, 
by the ſame Agency, a dangerous Poiſon is 
brought to a ſafe and a uſeful Medicine, in the 
Preparation of Mercurins Dulcts, from corroftue 
Sublimate. So that notwithſtanding Dr. J/ood- 


ward's frequent mention of Laws, and Rules, 


and Mechaniſm, this is a Matter that he ſeems 
altogether to have been loſt in, becauſe it is 
riot capable to be underſtood, or talked of in- 
telligibly, without thoſe Pracognita from the 
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Laws of Nature; and there is no Contradic- 
tion in this Doctrine, but ſo far as Dr. Vood- 


ward mi ſunderſtands it. 


TH E Fat of the Viper is not ſuggeſted to be 
a Cure, by the ſame Properties, as any Part is 
ſaid to be a Poiſon, becauſe by very contrary 
Properties it is ſuppoſed to have its good Ef- 
fects; that is, in ſheathing the Points of thoſe 


ſubtile Inſtruments, which groſſer Oils, or unc- 


tuous Subſtances, could perhaps not reach: ſo 
that this is palpably a Falſification. 


IMMEDIATELY again Dr. J/oodward 
makes the ſame Author aſſert * the eating Fleſb 


to be a Security and a Preſervative againf# the 


Plague, which juſt before he had intimated to be a 

Cauſe of the ſame Diſtemper ; whereas in that 
whole Eflay there is not one word concerning 
eating Fleſh in either of thoſe Views ; and all 
mention poſſible to bring any thing about Fleſh 


to mind, is where infected Perſons and dead 


Carcaſſes are hinted at as means of Contagion 
and where thoſe are ſaid to fare beſt in ſuch Ca- 
lamities, who feed wel. 


I MENTION not theſe things, in vin- 
dication of the true Senſe of the aforementioned 
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ment: But whether ſuch Perſons will — 


and rakes advantage from that Genxleman'ꝝ 
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Edays, becauſe it is not wanted 746 auy 
erſons of tolerable Knowledge in ſuch! far- 
ters; but as a uſeful Hint to thoſe whale . 
rioſity only may incite chem to look into this 


Controverſy, and may be influenced more by 
the Honour and Juſtice of it, than the Argu- 


the Compliment. of this Treatment to the 
Underſtanding or Probity of Dr. Woedwar 
I will not undertake to determine. 


ANOTHER Phyſician, Mike Ah 
alſo in His way, he falls very feverely upon; 


Conceinon, that none recovered under à par- 
riculat Symptom, viz, bloody Urine, to in- 
Tinnare as if their Loſs were owing to his 
Treatment. Now this is a Symptom, that 
in the Experience of all is very fatal in the 
rpm, inſomuch that hardly an Inſtanee 
in an Age is to be met with, of a Recovery 
where it appears: muſt therefore this Gentle 
man's Practice be thus barbarouſly traduced, 
becauſe he frankly owns. he could never re- 
eover any one under that Circumſtance 2 


| IT willto any other Perſon appear to the 
Credit of his Practice very much, that he could 
ſave them ſo long in this Condition as the fif- 
teenth or ſixteenth Day, becauſe there ſeems 
111 the 


* J 
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the | preiteſt Eneouragement from chence eo 
Peters thein thro the whole, where it is poffi> 
ble. © But as Dr. Wo odward! takes all Advanta- 
Yes of Detractiofl, and to bring every one's 
Practice i into Diſrex irs but his own: lo he 
charges the ſuppoſed *Ertors of this Gentleman 
chiefly upon Caniphiore': bat the good Effects 
of this Medicine, in all malignant Fevers, are 
too well known ard'atteRted, to be hurt by 
what he ſays on this account: Riverius Whöſe 
Practice, yet remains with us for the beſt of 
his time, gave it very liberally, 6 juſtly 
laid great ſtreſs upon it; and were it not for 
employing more Time than I think this Oc- 
caſi on can juſtify me in, I could produce abun- 


prizing Turns for the d in very deſpe- 

rate Caſes. B But I am confident, the Practice | 
of all, who run not out into ſuch Singulari- 
ties as Dr. Woodward, will witneſs hereunto. 


OF the ſame malicious Turn is his inſinu- 
ating, that all thoſe bad Caſes that have been 
recovered where Purging was uſed, were 
made bad by theParges*. The Doctor, I am 
certain, would not take it very wellto be told, 
that all his Patients, that did notdie under his 
bands, may thank their Conſtitutions, and 
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that thoſe Caſes, which were very bad, were 


rendered ſo by his Method ; and yet this is 
the Liberty h he takes with al others. 


THE laſt thing remarkable that I ſhall take 
notice of in this Performance, is the Doctor's 
Treatment of other People in general, eſpeci- 
ally thoſe who have moſt deſerved his Envy, by 
a Superiority of Repuration and Practice. He 
ſpeaks of a Patient unger their joint Care, "Ti 10 
not a little to the Praiſe of his Conſtitution that he 
recovered * * In another place, he ſays, I am 
perſuaded it will one ' day but too plainly appear, 
theſe Gentlemen have not dealt with the Candour and 
| Frankneſs that as requifite t. And he goes on to 
charge them with Concealment of Part of their 
Succeſs, which may lead other Practitioners i in- 
to a wrong and unfortunate Method ; and 
inſinuates ſomething even abhorrent to think 
of. They are alſo accuſed by him with a Nar- 
rowneſs, Partiality, and want of due Concern for 
the Honour, Eſteem, and Happineſs of the Commu- 
nity ; inſtead of that, ſetting up Clubs, Cabal, and 
Combinations, with deſign to ſupplant all who come 
wot into their Meaſures. I know no other Foun- 
dation for all this, than that ſome Phyſicians, 
who are not altogether ſo all-ſufficient and full 
of themſ elves as Dr. Woodward, have Places 


1 
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of common Reſort, where for the Honour, 


Efteem, and Happineſs of the Community, they are 
frank and open in giving and receiving all ſuch 
Informations as concern the general Practice, 
and may be of uſe to be acquainted with. 


MANI Pages further are taken up with an 


Account of the weekly Bills, the Increaſe of 


which is laid to this new Practice, as he calls 
it; and in the Year 1710. above triple the 
Number died of the Small-Pox, than in any 


preceding Lear: and this, he ſays, was the chief 


Time of their Practice. Now ſetting aſide the 
Reflection pointed at here, it is to be obſerved, 
that the Small- Pox is an Epidemical Diſeaſe, 
governed by the Conſtitution of Air, and Al- 
terations of Seaſons; ſo that it is the moſt ab- 


ſurd, as well as the moſt ill-natured Suggeſtion 


imaginable, that at any particular time its Fa- 
tality is owing to any Methods of treating it ; 
eſpecially to a Practice which extends not to a 
Number, bearing any Proportion to the In- 
creaſe of what die. The Cauſes of theſe are 
almoſt infinite in their Courſe and Efficacy, 
and under the ſame Practice and Management 
ſometimes {ſweep away great Numbers, and 
ſomerimes hardly any; as in the ſhort Fe- 
ver, which ſome time ago, about the Month 
of Auguſt, went thro the whole Kingdom, 


(a) 


and hardly miſſed one Perſon in London, yet 


took 


(0) 
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took off none, the Patient recovering about 
the third Day. Beſides, an Increaſe of tri- 
ple the Number in the Year 1710. by an ordi- 
nary Gueſſer, would be laid to more probable 
Cauſes than this civil good-natured Gentleman 
has done; for ſuch a Number hardly comes un- 


der the Care of all the Phyſicians in London: 


'The Increaſe of the City and of Inhabitants 
likewiſe might with ſome have a ſhare herein; 
and even according to the Doctor's own bilious 
Syſtem, others might remark that Year was par- 
ticularly very cholerick; and that Luxury, by 


encreaſing this Principle at that time, made 


ſtrange havock in the State, as well as in Diſtem- 
pers: ſo that this Practice being in the height in 


that Year, might not perhaps be ſo much to 


blame. But this Inſinuation, in a ſerious way, 
has ſomething in it ſo ſhocking and inhumane, 
that there is no thinking of it with Temper. 


BUT this Liberty which Dr. bod 


thus ſtrangely indulges himſelf in, to inveigh 


againſt, and reflect upon, others, at all Ad- 
ventures, and on all Occaſions, very often 
leaves himſelf open to Repriſals, and without 
one's being at any pains to diſtort and pervert 
his meaning. Wherever a Patient is men- 
tioned, who has been purged and grows worſe, 


he lays it immediately upon the Purge; where= _ 


as were it in like manner returned upon every 
G 4 Inſtance 
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Inſtance of: his own' Practice, it would be 


equally juſt, but oertainly thought very unfair. 


However, when the Doctor ſpeaks of Vomits 


making a bad Caſe a favourable one, by taking 
away the Matter of the Diſeaſe, without Un- 
charitableneſs it may be preſumed he compli- 
ments his Practice without any Grounds, and 
that thoſe Caſes would always have proved fa- 


vourable without his help. Beſides, where 
there is a foul Habit, and Indications of Re- 


lief by a Vomit, nothing i is more common than 
for all other Phyſicians, if they are called in 
time, to adviſe it: yet not upon a Preſumption 
of leſſening the Matter of the Pock, in ſuch 


manner as Dr. ¶uodward pretends; but to re- 


move a Load, which would be troubleſome 
during the Conflict with that Diſtemper, and 
to give ſuch Concuſſions and Shakes to the 
whole Habit, as may diſpoſe better the mor- 
bid Matter to Separation and Diſcharge at its 
proper Outlets. 


FURTHERMO RE, when the Doctor 
is not only content to cut off the Supply of the 


pocky Matter into the Habit, ſo as to leſſen 


greatly the Eruption and worſer Symptoms, but 


alſo to take it all E in ſome Inſtances; fo 


that, as he words it *, The Fever . ceaſes imme 


, 
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eh ; the Puſtules, that perhaps begin to appear, 
come to @ ſtand and vaniſh, their Supply being cut 
off by a Vomit There is a great deal of reaſon 
to think that in all ſuch Inſtances he has alto- 
gether miſtaken the Diſtemper, and pronounced 
it would be the Small-Pox, when it would have 
been no ſuch thing. And his Caſe of the La- 


dy Anne Grey plainly juſtiſies ſuch a Conſirue- 
tion. 


OF this Cafe, he ſays t, After the ordinary 
Smptoms- on the Morning of tbe fourth Day 
from the n ſeveral Pimples were obſerued 
upon her Face, Breaſt, and Arma. ix the Euen- 


ing they were further advanced, and pretty thick; ſe- 
veral preſent, who were really Judges, and very 


converſant with that Diſeaſe———agreed they were 
the Small-Pox *. Yet what does all this. amount 
to? They who are converſant with Diſeaſes, 
and are really Judges, ſee all theſe Symptoms 
frequently, when it does not prove the Small- 
Pox ; but a Vomit given that Evening, worked ve- 
ry plentifully, and the next Morning there was not 
one Pimple to be ſeen l. And a great deal 


more does the Doctor go on to ſay to this pur- 


poſe, which ſeems altogether owing to a falſe 
Judgment of Caſes, and out of an Over-fond- 
neſs for his ſingular Method. For altho a Vo- 
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mit will fetch up a great deal from the Sto- 
mach aad neighbouring Parts, which by their 
Concuſſions ſhake and drain their Contents in- 


to it; yet no one can imagine that when 2 


Humour is got to the Surface, and lodged in 
the Capillaries, a Vomit can bring it back 
again into the Stomach, to be thrown out by 
it. No one, I ſay, can imagine ſuch a thing 
as this, eſpecially if they have any Notion of 
the natural Obſtacles to ſuch a Procedure. 


Without taking a liberty therefore of any Miſ- 


repreſentation, it appears from the Facts, as 
by himſelf related, that neither the Lady Anne 
Grey, or any other Patient of this Claſs, would 


have had the Small-Pox, but had their Caſes 


really miſtaken by the — 


R EFLECTIO NS of this kind are ob- 
vious in many other Parts of the Doctor's Prac- 
tice ; but ſuch an Office is ungrateful, and, I 
think, not fair or handſome in any refpe&, but 
where there is ſuch Provocation given, as has 


been throughout this whole Book of Dr. Mood- 


ward's. © Beſides, I think, there is a great deal 
of Difference between ſuch Reflections, natu- 
rally ariſing out of a Relation, and perverting 


2 Relation or an Opinion, only for an Oppor- 


tunity to make them. 


ONE 
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ONE Inſtance of this W in Dr. 
N oduard was juſt before touched upon, con- 
cerning Camphore and Acids given, where 
there is the Symptom of bloody Urine ; but 
becauſe ſome may lay great ſtreſs upon a 
Man's Reaſoning, from the Opinion only they 
conceive of his Probity, ' the Reader is to 
be reminded, that in this Caſe Dr. Mod - 
ward ſays , that *rwould doubtleſs have been of 
uſe —— ſince there is no Precedent, nor the Authority 
of any one fingle, learned, judicious Phyſician, that 
T know of, for this Practice, to have ſet forth the 
Reaſons in Nature that induced him to it. They 
muſt ſurely be very cogent, fince he himſelf confeſſes 
that as certainly as uſed, it ended in the Death of 
the Patient. As to the former Part of this, it 
has been already ſhewn, how Riverizs, and all 
Phyſicians of Note fince, have made uſe of the 
ſame Method, as it appeared to them upon 
good Reaſon; but the Doctor's concluding 
with, It ended in the Death of the Patient, is as 
flatly as falſly charging upon the Medicine, 
what the Phyſician here reflected upon, and all 
other Phyſicians too, in like Caſes, charge up- 
on a fatal Symptom. Becauſe Dr. Cade owns, 
that he never knew a Patient, with that Symp- 
tom of bloody Water, recover, and tells us for 
5 | — — — 
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what Reaſons he gave Camphore in ſuch Caſes; 


Dr. Woodward inſinuates, that the giving Cam- 
hire ended in Death, and that Dr. Cade had 


no other Reaſon in giving it. And yet juſt 


after Dr. Woodward lays '* "that what ſeems 


mightily : to amuſe him, WAS, that by it the Symptom 
Was taken off And was not this then 2 good 
Reaſon for the Practice? Np, fays Dr. Woog- 
ward, one would be apt to think that could not well 
be judged much 0 the Patient” s advantage, fin uce 
Death always certainly followed. Did ever any 
one before, for the ſake of throwing Scandal 
only, deny t chat the Removal of a bad Symp- 
tom was an Advantage to a Patient? Here 
was a Symptom, always found a fatal Sign; : 
Dr. Cade , finds a Method that will remove this 
b Symptam, and continue the Patient to a longer 
Period than uſual in the like Caſe : but be- 
cauſe the Patient could not quite be recovered, 
ward will conclude ro the Produce of this 
Practice, whereas every one elſe would think 


themſelves obliged to him; and all candid 


Judges will think ſo, notwithſtanding the En- 

vy Dr. Woodward here bears againſt him, and 
the Diſcredir he endeavours to bring upon the 
Practice. | 
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Dr, Woodward uſes, when he takes notice of a 
Caſe wherein there were freſh Puſtules came 
out even to the 28th Day, and the Patient 


had gentle Catharticks given ſeveral times 


during that Space: Hereupon, he ſays*, The 
Thing I would know, is, whether this Phyfician, 
who allows this RE PULLULAT ING of the 
Puſtules to be very rare, can give one ſingle Inſtance 
of its ever happening where there were no Medicines 
given? thereby inſinuating, that the Purges 
were the Cauſe of this Repullulation. But for 
fear this ſhould not be ſufficient to fix ſuch an 
Imputation, he asks further f, H/hether the 
ſucceſſive ſtirring of the SEMI NIUM of the 
Puſtules in its Source, and FLUSHING it 
into the Blood, and upon the Habit, by ſuch gentle 
Purging, did not really produce thoſe ſucceſſive Crops 
of Puſtules, &c. Now this Repullulation is 


known in many Inſtances of this Diſtemper, 


by thoſe who have been converſant therewith 
why then ſhould it be charged upon theſe 
Gentlemens Practices, only becauſe Dr. 


Woodward has found a way to fluſh the morbid 


Matter into the Blood by gentle Purges ? 
And thus, after the ſame rate, every thing 
that comports not with hisHypotheſis,muſt be 


r 


r 
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charged to à bad Practice. But his Hypothe- 
ſis, in this very feſpect, has been already) 
proved fallacions; and that Purges are no ways 
an adehuite Cauſe to ſuch an Effect; it lies 
upon him therefore to retract this Accuſation, 
orſhew better Reaſons, than from his own 
Hypotheſis, that Purges are herein to blame. 


BESIDES, if che Doctor's Hypotheſis 


would hold, to conclude any thing conſiſtent- 
ly, his own Arguments for curting off the 
Supply of morbid Matter by Vomits, would 
_ favour doing ſo likewiſe by Pnrges; but only 
he maintains a Notion that Purges ſtuite and 
Nuſb it into the Blood, contrary both to Ex- 
perience and Reaſon, This Practice how- 
ever of Purging, in tlie particular Caſe above- 
mentioned, will no doubt ſtand juſtified, 
notwithſtanding all that Dr. #oodward has 
produced againſt it, more out of particular 
Prejudices, it is to be feared, than good Rea- 


ſon, And to all equitable and diſintereſted 


Obſervers, it already bids as fair for as great 


a Reformation in the Management of this 
Diftemper, as what was made before by 
Sydenham, with reſpe& to the common Regi- 


men therein: That was a long time clamour- 
ed againſt by thoſe who underſtood it not; 
and this may do Miſchief, and be diſgraced 
by the Unskilful, as may many other Branch- 
es 


& of Praftice by the ſame means; withour 
being an Ar 


Dr. wookiibt:8 $ hs 29 Pkg 5 


gument to the diſadvantage of 
theſe who underſtand it, and who have 


ranght the way thereuntdv. 


WHEN Dr, Whodward * (which 


he does with great Airs of Inſult and Tri- 


umph) that none of theſe Gentlemen have 


given any Hiſtories of Caſes, wherein Pur- 
Sing was 7 aſd, and the Parient died, he is 


guilty of a very falſe Acenſation, becauſe the 
very firſt in this Commentary is of one that 
died the 24th Day after the Seizare. This I 

mention, not with regard to the Juſtification 
of this Practice, but as a further Confirmation 
tow little Value Dr. Noodiard has for Truth, 
When Falſification is more for his Purpoſe: 
'Altho in this Caſe there appears abundant 
Reuſon to think Purging, in the manner 


| there propoſed, would have been of great 


Service, and bid faireſt of all the means 
uf ed to ſave the Patient. 


5B V T let one further Inſtance of the Doc- 
tors Civility be taken notice of, becauſe it is 
not only in it ſelf extraordinary, but a Proof 


that tho greateſt Merit has the largeſt ſhare 


of his Talent at Detraction. The mention 
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ol a phyſici ician, that it ſeems ſtands grierouly 
in his way, bo ſays, brought to his Remem- 
brance one © Theſſalus, a Practitioner of old, 
famous for running down all the Doctrines 
© that had obtained before; - and with a ſort 
of Rage, declaiming againſt the Phyſicians 
© of all Ages“ And then he goes on to 
ſay t, Well were it for the Memory of this Gentle- 
man, were it on Record ſome good thing he had 


done; bad all Antiquity tranſmitted to us the 


Memory of ſo much as one Medicine he had found 


out, one uſeful Truth he had advanced, on any 


angle Propoſition of Service in human Life. Now 
here is inſinuated of this Perſon, what the 
whole World are Witneſſes to the Falſhood 
of, becauſe in his Writings he mentions 
abundance of Phyſicians with all poſſible 
Honour and Reſpe&, and no where finds 
fault but with Dreamers and Hypotheſis- 
Makers. The other Part likewiſe of this 
Suggeſtion i is ſo groſs at firſt ſight, that it 
deſerves no other regard but Scorn and Neg- 
lect. Such Outrages will however ſtand 
upon Record againſt Dr. Hdward, as long 


as any Impreſſions of Honour and good Senſe 
are left in the World. 


— 


e 
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SS - 7 
PEN I undertook to make ſome 
| Þ1 Remarks upon the Book you lately 
| == publiſhed, I reſolved to do it with 
all poſſible Reſpe&s to your Perſon and 
Character; and I expreſſed a great deal of 
Diſlike at a contrary Treatment you had 
met with. On theſe Terms I hoped to have 
brought to a candid Hearing the Merits of 
a Diſpute that highly concerns the Publick 
Welfare, becauſe many may be Sufferers by 
nan erroneous Practice; and I the more en- 
couraged my ſelf in theſe Expectations, be- 
cauſe it has been importuned by your Friend 
to bring your Notions to the Teſt of Reaſon 
and Argument: But I find my ſelf ſo far diſ- 
H appointed 
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98 A Letter to | 
appointed herein, as to be libel'd only for 
my pains ;- which confirms me in my former 
Apprehenſions, that there is no having to 
do with you but on the worſt Terms a 
good Temper can be engaged i in. 


THIS Uſage therefore J muſt complain 
to you of in the moſt preſſing manner ; and 
cannot but repeat it to you, that I. have 


given you a fair Opportunity to juſtify your 


Theory and Practice of Phyſick, and made it 
neceſſary that you ſhould do ſo, by the many 


Objections brought againſt you from the beſt 


Authorities, from Experience, from Anato- 
my, and even from Demonſtration; 3 and yet : 


you have done nothing herein, but let looſe 
upon me a Man, that ruffians me in my 


private Credit, and loads upon my Reputa- 


tion all the Filth of a malicious and baſe In- 
vention. How ſuch an Outrage will be re- 
conciled with that Beneficence you fo com- 


monly talk of, I leave to your own Reflec- 
tions; and I leave it alſo to the moſt intelli. 
cent and equitable Part of Mankind, what 
Share of Indignation and Reſentment is due 


to ſuch a Breach of common Decency, and 
ſuch a notorious Violation of all civil Re- 
gards. 


WHO 
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WHO this NN of the Maddle-Temple 


is, I neither know nor care; but by the 


Sdench he carries along with him, he ſeems 
to be the fame Perſon as before appeared 


your Advocate, under the Diſguiſe: of a 


Clergyman; and many ſtrongly ſuſpect your 
ſelf to have acted. in both thoſe Characters. 
But be that as it will, as long as yon refrain 
giving, Teſtimonies to the contrary, you 
ought not to take: it amiſs, if the World 
leaves the rien where it lies. 


by Defamer, a n is a publick 
Nuſance; and all People are. ſo naturally 


upon their Guard: againſt, fach. a. one, that 


there is no more neceſlary to wipe off an 
Accuſat ion, than to ſhew the Abcuſer to be 
of that Tribe: The Reproach therefore which 


falls from your Advocates, will paſs for little, 


becauſe they. all have the Mark upen them; 
and, even againſt your ſelf it ſtands upon Re- 
cord; that you was-. expelled. the Council of 
the. Royal Society for il Manners: Propter 
malos mores was your Sentence; and there- 
fore before you expect to have any further 


Credit, in all that ſhall be ſaid on your be- 


half in this Controverſy, it concerns you 


* to be cleared. in this reſpect, and to 
TY be- 
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betake to a way of Defence more ſuitable 
to a en and a Scholar. 


YO UR Friend N. N. ſeems to have ſet 
himſelf off with great Satisfaction and Tri- 
umph upon the Diſadvantage of my Educa- 
tion, in having been an Apothecary ; and 
has given a Looſe into a way of writing on 
this Occaſion, which hath been obſerved not 
long ſince by a noted Author, will make a 
- Fool laugh, and a wiſe Man ſhake his Head. 
But has not your Friend gratify'd his Malice 
and his Vanity very much at the expence 
of his Diſcretion, and greatly to your Pre- 
judice? Does he not know that you ſerved 
an Apprenticeſhip-to meaſure Cloth > And 
will your ſelf pretend, that in the way of an 
"Apothecary I have not had as good a Chance 
to be acquainted with the natural Refidence of 
the Bile, and Seat aud Cure of Diſeaſes, as you 
have had in the Employment of a Draper ? 
But diſmiſſing the Abſurdity and Folly of 
this Charge againſt me, can you really be in 
countenance at having your Book thus vindi- 
cated ? Had I brought it for a Proof, that 
your Hypotheſis is erroneous becauſe you 
were ſo and ſo educated, I might in ſome 
meaſure have expected the Treatment your 
Friend has given me, and I ſhould have juſtly 
deferved 


deſerved the Scorn of Mankind; and yet 
your Advocates have no other Refuge from 


the Arguments urged againſt you ; and all 
that J have ſaid is to go for nothing, for no 


other Reaſon, but becauſe I have been an 


Apothecary. 


THERE is yet a further length your 
Friend runs into, to the diſadvantage of my 
private Character, in order to juſtify your 
Underſtanding and Writings, which deſerves 
to be charged more to his Inhumanity and 
Baſeneſs than his Indifcretion : but the In- 
jury of ſuch Attacks will I doubt not revert 
with Intereſt upon the Aggreſſor; for it is 
not a greater Affront to the common Under- 
{ſtanding of Mankind to put Scurrility upon 
them for Argument, than it is an Offence to 
good Nature to return perſonal Abuſes for 
Reaſon and Perſuaſion. The Dealers in ſuch 
Weapons ſpread a publick Horror, and a 
Community, in their general Defence, as na- 
turally riſe up againſt them, as againſt com- 
mon Deſtroyers and wild Beaſts. 


BUT however, becauſe Mr. NN. en- 


deavours to keep himſelf in Countenance by 
ſome ſhew of Reaſoning againſt me, be 
1 ſhall 
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ſhall be gratify'd with due Remarks chang: 
upon | 


HE ya chat 13 join Monſieur * Cares 
and Mr. Locke, Pag. 24 · Iabouring hard to ling 
Matter and Thought together; for which I ap- 
peal to my * Examination, where the Reader 
will not find that I have done any ſucktinng, 


HE quotes a Paſſage in Pap. 36. wherein 
are theſe words; How a red Colour ſhould reſult 
| from a Mixture of Salts, that were none of them 
of that Colour in a State of Spares, #5 bard 
to conceive. And then adds, As if the 
© Mixture of two or more Bodies of different 
Colours (be they Salts, or what you pleaſe) 
© nay, of two things of the ſame Colour, 
© could not produce another Colour per- 
© feftly different, of which every Dyer's Boy 
might certify him.“ Now here is either 
an ignorant or a wilful Perverſion of my 
Meaning, becauſe I argue againſt the Proba- 
bility of Salts, in Separation from other 
Principles, being the Cauſe of a Change in 
Colour, allowing that other Principles are 
often thus diverſify'd ; and this Champion of 
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age 23. He 
yours 
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yours quibbles away my Limitation, and 
puts upon me the word Body, which 1s his 


own; and inſtances in Experiments from 
that Latitude, which ſcem to contradict me: 
It is plain that my Reaſons have regard only 


to ſaline Particles; and he pretends I am in 
an Error, becauſe 1 deny of them what he 


proves may be done by ſomething elſe; 
which is nothing at al to my Arguments 


H E afterwards Fade fault with my fay- 


| ing, f The Auimal Spirits are in the Nerves, 


as manifeſtly as the Blood is in the Arteries and 


| <4 ; becauſe, he ſays, © That maſt mean 


© that we ſee, and feel,and taſte thoſe Spirits, 


cas we do in the Blood: for if their Exiſtence 
« be only inferred from Effects, that may be 


© aſcribed to another Cauſe; they are Plain- 
* ly diſputable, and therefore far from mani- 
© feſt, tho they ſhould really exiſt Thus 


far 1 repeat his words, as an admirable 
Sample of the Propriety and Exactneſs of his 


Expreſſions, who ſets up for a Critick upon 
others : þut omitting the Puerilities of Lan- 


guage, Mr. N. N. here notoriouſly ſophif- 


ticates upon as manifeſtly, for he will have 


1 — — 
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the Sight, Touch, and Taſte, all therein in 


_ cluded; and from my Propoſition not ſtand- 


ing good in that Acceptation, I muſt be 
guilty of Blunder and Impropriety. But 1 
know not where he comes by this Liberty 
of affixing Ideas to ſome Terms of a Sen- 
tence, which J do not, on purpoſe to make 
the whole imperfect. By as manifeſtly then 


every Reader will eaſily underſtand ſuch Evi- 


dences as procure the ſame Degree of Con- 


viction or Aſſent, tho the Evidences or 


Means of Conviction may not be theſame 3 
which here Mr. N N. would make neceſſary. | 


A Perſon may believe one Propoſition as 


fully as he does another Propoſition, and may 
therefore properly be ſaid to have one as 
manifeſt to him as the other ; and yet the 
Means or Evidences upon which he believes 
both may be very different, and much more 
than thoſe by which we believe Blood to be 
in the Veins, and Spirits in the Nerves : 
ſo that when I ſay that the Spirits are in 
the Nerves as manifeftly as Blood is in the 
Veins, I am not reſtrained to prove the 
Exiſtence of both by the ſame Means : nor is 


that of the former any more precarious | 
or uncertain than the latter, becauſe it 15 


not demonſtrable by the ſame Properties or 
Accidents; but one is as manifeſt as the 
others 
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other, if ſuch Proofs can be brought as pro- 
cure the ſame Degree of Aſſent or Convic- 
tion, as the Proofs for the other do, altho 
thoſe Proofs in themſelves are very different 
What therefore I put altogether upon the 
Degree of Conviction, your Friend puts upon 
the Means of Conviction; which is a Perver- 
ſion for the ſake only of Cavilling, and a Li- 
berty, which if encouraged, might turn into 
Confuſion and Contradiction the moſt exact 
way of ſpeaking. 


THESE, Sir, are the only two Inſtan- | 
ces of your Friend's Reaſoning. 


HAVING then thus ſoon diſpatch'd 
Mr. N. N's complaints againſt me in point 
of Reaſon, I am alſo willing to put my ſelf 
upon his Criticiſms in matters of Expreſſion 
only, and Propriety ; and where he finds 
fault with Juſtice, ſhew a Willingnefs to 
mend; Tus eft & ab Hoſte doceri. My Ex- 
preſſion therefore, Whoſe Curioſity may incite 
them to over loo this Controverſy, I own to be 
faulty; and therefore here alter it in compli- 
ment to his Correction, to Whoſe Curioſity 
may incite them to look into this Controverſy ; and 
that of many Inſtances of this Diſtemper, by thoſe 
who have been converſant therewith, tho rarely, 

to 


Frequently meet with it. 
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to Tho this is what rarely happens in this Dif- 


zemper in proportion to the number affiified by it: 
yet thoſe who are much converſant in Practice, do 
But after theſe two 
Slips of Incorre&neſs only which your 


Friend mentions, he is infufferably cruel to 


fay, There are five hundred more fuch 
© Blunders.” But in the quality he is liſted, 


1 do not wonder at ſuch a * of Rude- 
neſs and Injuſtice. | 


THIS, Sir, 1 hope you will however 


take as a Proof of my Willingneſs to mend 


any Error of my own; and alfo that I have 
no Prejudice againſt your ſelf, but be- 
cauſe I think you have gone into very great 
Miſtakes, which you ought alſo to mend, or 


prove them not fo, in anſwer to the Argu- 


ments that are brought againſt them. But if 


_ Inſtead of this, you are for a Character of 


Note - at all Adventures, and will write 
Books in Phyſick only to make a Party, and 
get a Name, I ſhall not contribute to your 
Deſign, by remarking any further upon what. 
was never intended to be believed or a- 


9 
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I am in pain do n Chicanery 
and Trifling, or elſe Mr. N. M. has hereby 
made room for a pretty deal of Laughter at 
your coſt, and particularly: upon the Cata- 
logue. of your. ſtupendous Merits : Tou bave 
andre & Book that has been tranſlated into Latin; 


| all Foreiguers adore you ; you have a Library, and 


a Repoſitory of Rarities ; you are an Honour to 
your Country, bene ficent to Mankind, and an An- 
gel to your Patients ; you have not heard of Dr. 
Quincy, nor know any thing of thim; and are 
above what am obJcure Perfou and au Apothecary 
can ſay. But before your Friend runs too far 
away with you in this manner, be ſo jult 
to your ſelf to call at your Booklſelter's, for he 
is a better Judge of Merit upon this foot 


than you are aware of, and can ſet you bet- 
ter to rights on the ſcore of Fame and Ob- 


ſcurity, than a fulſome Flatterer, or the Sug. 
geſtions of a proud Heart, Vet I can hardly 
forbear ſuſpecting that Mr. N. M plays you 
foul here on purpoſe, berauſe it ſeems im 
poſſible that he ſhould fall into ſuch a 
notorious Inadvertency ; for to give you ſuch 
a vaſt Superiority over me on the Credit of 
your Writings, is juſt as good Irony as that a 
Draper knows more of men chan an Abe 
e 
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BU T to return from theſe invidions Fol- 
lies, and upmanly Competitions, I am to tell 
you, that you have put your ſelf upon the pub- 
lick Judgment by what you have printed ; : 
and muſt, notwithſtanding any imaginary 
Preeminence and fantaſtickAirs, abide that 
Freedom that every one has a Right to take 
with your Works ; it is what all who con- 
deſcend to be Authors muſt ſubmit to: to 


{ſwell and flounce therefore becauſe you are 


contradicted, will but change all the ferious 
Arguments brought againſt you, for Ridicule, 
and aggravate the Affront done to your Un- 
derſtanding. Real Knowledge, with ſuch a 
Share of Diffidence and Humility as is the 
Duty of every fallible Man, will meet with 
a kind Reception from the better part of 


Mankind; but a great deal of Accomplith 


ment with a great deal of Conceit and Dif. 
dain, will only ſupply the learned World with 
ſuch a Character as Sir Fling is in polite 
Life : for Affectation is as great a Blemiſh in 
a Scholar, as in a Gentleman; and Pride is 
as abſurd and as ridiculous in Learning, as 


Foppery is in Manners; ſo that one as well 


as the other may aprecably enough furniſh 
out a Scene of Laughter againſt an idle Hour. 
How much ſoever therefore I have hitherto 


been 
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been an Enemy to making you the Embel- 
liſhment of a Farce, yet if you perſiſt to 
propagate Errors in Phyſick, -and juſtify them 
with Haughtineſs and Defamation, I cannot 
but alter my Mind, becauſe ſuch Enormities 
are fitter Subjects for Mirth than Seriouſneſs. 
A Jeſt may take place where an Argument i is 
loſt, and ſome Perſons cannot be made ſen- 

ſible of their Follies el en ſee ar 
publickly on arts at. 


BU T as I re 0 not cherte 0 1 Mall 
not for the future concern my ſelf with what 
Returns the World wilt pleaſe to make to your 
Conduct, and Treatment of others 3 tho 
without the Gift of Prophecy one may eaſily 
enough gueſs at it. Exorbitant Pretenſions 
will always meet with critical Examination, 
and a Singularity even in Merit, move Envy 
enough to put it to the utmoſt Tryal; ; where 
therefore ſuch a Character is not in the beft 
manner ſupported, it can never riſe above 
being eminently ridiculous. You have. ſent 
abroad ſome Notions in Phyſick: with un- 
common Claims, and Oſtentations of Supe- 
riority over the Senſe of other Men;. and 
thoſe Notions have hitherto been defended 
onlys by the moſt uncommon Outrages upon 
the Perſons of thoſe who diſliked them; and 

you 


1 


1 Lauter u. 
you are as yet ani cats 


by the Certificates and Attefations to your 


great Character by anongmous Vouchers, and 
your Oppoſers to be in the wrong, by Torge- 
ries, of Scandal and Detragion; which ta 
me ſeems as ablurd a way to. procure Refpect, 
as raking in the . Com 
pliment of the Wall. . Bas 
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Affair like a common fallible Man, liable to 


Miſtakes, open to Conviction, and willing 
to defend your ſelf ſo long only as Reaſon 
and Argument wauld: a laſt on your ide, 1 
ſhauld have been ſorry at what is juſt now 
come to my hands, called The Lifa and Ad- 


"ventures. of Don Bilioſo de LEſtomac, Cc. 


which every body will know howto under 
tand without marginal Notes. But if you 


think it of more Advantage and Credit ta 


he at the Head of a Science, tho in Romancæ, 
than on an Equality with Men of plain Senſe, 
Lenyvy you not the Comfort of ſuch. a. Pre- 
eminence; altho how far the Safety of the. 
People may call for a Reſtraint of ſuch. Er- 
rantry, I muſt leave. to. thoſe unto whoſe. 
Care it is committed, and to the common 
Dictates of Self- preſervation. 
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BU T howſoerer didn __ think fit ta 
beſtow their Notice upon you for the. future, 
I judge it proper to aſſure you that as incon- 
ſiderable as you would repreſent me, I am 
too well employed to be called out of my 
way again on your account, and particularly 
at the Provocation of every one that has 4 
Libel at your Service, and is capable only of 
throwing Dirt; and herewith I have done 
with you and your Writings, till ſomething 
appears that is , publickly owned, and is; 
wrote with en and Underſtanding. 


J cannot, Sir, ie Willens taking 
notice to you, that one of thoſe learned 
Phyſicians, whom you have ſo freely abuſed 
in your Writings, has juſt now obliged the 
World with a Letter concerning Purgiag 
in the Snal-Pox ; and in which are ſuch 
Hiſtories of Facts, and ſuch Reaſonings 
therefrom, as cannot fail of Conviction with 
every unprejudic d Perſon. Give me leave 
to lay before you ſome of his own words: 
t Hes non in angulis, non in gurguſtiis, inter 


4 p 7 
— — — — * — 


* D. Freind, de Purgantibus, ec. Aber 
0 Page 78. 71 
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nutrices & aniculat clanculum confilta, ſedi in 


luce atq; conſpectu Hominum, maximeq; inter 
nobilium parietes, coram teſtibus idoneis geſta 


atq; probata. And afterwards, * Quid ra- 


zionibus, in re admo dum manifeſt puguem ? ad 


Experientiam provoco :'fit ea hujus, quicquid eſt, 


Controver fie molleratrix atq; arbitra. There 
are furthermore in this Letter the concurring 
Experiences of other Phyſicians of great 
Note and Practice, on the ſame Occaſion; 
but whether they will all be able to lanes 
the Cavils and Miſrepreſentations of thoſe 
+ Minutuli Philoſophi, which the Author of 
this Letter ſo juſtly contemns, I will not ven- 
ture to determine. As to your ſelf, T con- 
ceive you tobe ſo far embark'd, as to have it 
binding upon you both in Honour and Juſtice, 
either to confute theſe Facts, and the Prac- 
tice, or retract the Aſperſions you have caſt 


_ thereupon; and this by inconteſtable Evi- 


dence and fair Argument. But what Treat- 
ment you will pleaſe to beſtow on this Occa- 
ſion, is not directly my Buſineſs or Concern ; 
yet I may venture to aſſure you that the Au- 
thor of that Performance will have the Thanks 


* Page 123. + Page 125. 


of 


* 
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of. all thoſe who receiye Diſcoveries and 


Improvements for the of Mankind with 
Pleaſure, and who abhor the Arts of making 
them Occaſions of Envy and DereaRion, 


Jam; on al Terms of Cuil, 
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A C0 0 R D I N G to Kris, ſince 
the foregoing was ſent to the Preſs, there is 
publiſh'd a freſh Piece of Ribaldry, bearing 
the Title of Dr. Freind's Letter to Dr. Mead, 


faithfully done into Engliſh; wherein JI can 
find nothing but wilful Perverſions, mix'd 
with ſome heavy Strains of Wit to burleſque 
upon Arguments and Facts. With the ſame 
Liberty, and the ſame Diſingenuity, may 

Hippocrates himſelf be made the Paſtime of a 
Buffoon. I have no Envy. to thoſe who can 
reliſh ſuch "Traſh ; and take it as an Honour 


that I have ſome: Share of Abuſe i in ſo good 
Company. 


O N this Occaſion, Sir, 1 muſt repeat it 
to you, that T have no Chncern but to vin- 
dicate what I have wrote in point of Argu- 
ment againſt your late Book, or retra& my 
Errors when I ſee them ; but becauſe your 
Defenders will thruſt me into a Poſt under 
this Gentleman, who has had ſuch plenty 
of ill-uſage on your Account, (altho I have 
the Unhappineſs not to be known to him) 
I will venture to riſque my ſmall Stock of 
Credit upon this — That his Wri- 


tings 
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tings and Practice will be Guides and Ex- 
amples to others, when the Performances of 
your Advocates will be loſt in Duſt and For- 
getfulneſs. All the Arts of Detraction can 
never ſtifle the Convictions of Truth and 
good Senſe ; but a falſe Philoſophy, and a 
deluſory Hypothefis, will of it ſelf die like 2 
Vapour, that leaves behind it no Traces of 
Exiſtence. 
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